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YFJ Council of Members meeting

Once again, the European Youth Forum (YFJ)

The meeting welcomed two high-level

gathered representatives from its 95 Member speakers for a plenary session on youth
COMEM 1 Organisations for a Council of Members employment on the opening day of the
- Policy paper 2 meeting (COMEM) - an event held twice ayear. event: Stéphane Ouaki, Deputy Head of
The COMEM represents an important moment Cabinet of EU Commissioner Spidla and John
Africa-Europe Youth 2 in the life-cycle of the YFJ, gathering youth Monks, General Secretary of the European
Summit leaders from across Europe, to reflect on the Trade Union Confederation. The YFJ believes
o work achieved by the youth movement over that the problems experienced by young
Mobility 3 the last six months, and work together to people at the global level, such as poverty
Pool of Trainers 4 shape the future activity of their platform. and climate change, need global political
answers. It was thus very interesting that
Climate Change 4 both these speakers attended the COMEM,
as it is of great importance that different
MDGs Training Day 5 stakeholders work together to tackle these
e 5 g:eoobalefhallenges, and their impact on young
EU-China cooperation | 6 On the second day, Professor Maria Jo&o
. Rodrigues, Special Advisor to the Portuguese
ETHFEIEL EMSETE | & Prime Minister for the EU Presidency,
School for 21st Century| 7 addressed the gathered participants; she
suggested that the newly established
1st Arab Youth Forum |8 European Council of Ministers for General
Delegates of YFJ Member Organisations with Bettina Affairs should work on youth issues in order
South Eastern Europe |9 Schwarzmayr, YFJ President at the COMEM to strengthen the cross-sector approach
S S e el || @ This time around, 160 delegates convened in of youth policy. This idea was expressed
NGOs Brussels on 9-10 November, and adopted a officially for the first time and Schwarzmayr
policy paper on Achieving Equality Between warmly welcomed it. Professor Rodrigues
Health and Social 10 Women & Men (see page 2) and four also referred to the European Youth Pact as a
Inclusion resolutions (onvisa facilitation; conscientious key tool to ensure a more coherent approach
objection; on a framework for consultations; to youth issues within the Lisbon strategy.
For a Life without 10 and on a European Youth Capital). The YFJ
Tobacco membership also ratified the organisation’s
Council of Europe 11 budget for 2008 and worked on topics such
as migration, youth empowerment, global
Youth policy in the EP | 12 education and the European social model.
: The COMEM also saw the Estonian National
Youth volunteering 12 Youth Council (ENL) becoming a Full member
Vote @16 12 of the YFJ, and the Romanian National Youth
Council (CTR) moving to Candidate status.

Bianca Nesiu from CTR and Jaan Urb from ENL receiving
the YFJ certificate.

JEUNESSE The European Youth Forum is an international organisation composed of more than 90 national youth councils and international non-govern-
mental youth organisations. It endeavours to serve the interests of young people from all over Europe, promoting their active participation
in the construction of a common Europe. It is the only democratic youth structure in Europe representing youth organisations in its work
with international institutions -mainly the European Union, the Council of Europe and the United Nations. It serves to channel the flow of

information and opinions between young people and decision-makers.
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(Policy Paper on Achieving Equality between Women and Men R

A new Policy Paper on Achieving
Equality between Women and Men
was adopted by the YFJ Council of
Members (COMEM) in November 2007,
marking a key moment in furthering
the Forum’s work on fighting
discrimination on the ground of sex
and gender.

Due to historical, cultural, traditional,
political and societal circumstances,
girlsand youngwomen, who constitute
more than 50% of young people,
are potentially disadvantaged,
unequal, under-represented, sexually
exploited, underpaid, exposed to
domestic violence and other forms
of violence, and disproportionately
unemployed by virtue of nothing more
than their sex. These circumstances

have led to a reality where achieving
equality between women and men
remains one of the biggest challenges
facing society.

The Paper highlights both the need
to mainstream gender equality and
the need of specific actions in the
fields where a gender dimension is
particularly  pronounced; namely
education, employment and health.

In particular the Paper takes a stand
against the gender and hetero-
normative stereotypes conveyed by
educational curricula and against
gender-based harassment in schools
and universities; in addition, it
emphasises the importance of tackling
multiple-discrimination  which is
particularlyrelevantforyoungwomen.

The Policy Paper also examines the
fact that young womens’ enjoyment
of sexual and reproductive health and
rights is a key element in ensuring
their right to the highest standards
of health and, indeed, a key to their
social inclusion: implyiing access to
free contraception, free counselling
and free and safer abortions.

Central to the conclusion of the
Paper is a realisation that the
struggle for equality between women
and men is much broader than a
superficial discussion on combating
discrimination, but rather, is one
tha requires strong and continuous
commitment from institutions, policy-
makers, young women and men, and
thus, from society as a whole.

To download the policy document please click here.

\_
flnaugural Africa-Europe Youth Summit:

_J
\

a key step for further cooperation

\_

Increasing young people’s participation in Euro-African
co-operation and reinforcing youth work on the two
continents were the focus issues for a three-day Africa-
Europe Youth Summit which took place in Lisbon on 5-7
December, just prior to the 2nd EU-Africa Heads of State
Summit.

This first Africa-Europe Youth Summit was the joint
initiative of a large number of youth organisations from
both Africa and Europe, including the European Youth
Forum, the Pan African Youth Union, the African Youth
Network, and the Portuguese National Youth Council, and
was facilitated by the North South Centre of the Council
of Europe. Organised under the Portuguese President’s
patronage, the summit was supported by the European
Commission and the Portuguese government.

Over 250 youth representatives from Europe and Africa,
along with representatives of governments, and regional
and international organisations, discussed issues such
as poverty eradication, gender equality, the Millennium

Development Goals, good governance and democracy,
peace and conflict, climate change and sustainable
development, trade and socio-economical development,
migration, mobility and co-development, employment
and social cohesion as well as strategies and tools for
Euro-African youth participation and co-operation.

An extensive consultation process was held in preparation
of the Lisbon Summit, which involved over 600 young
people from both continents. The Summit itself then
concluded with the adoption of an Africa-Europe Youth
Summit final declaration, which was submitted by youth
delegates to the 2nd EU-Africa Heads of State Summit
that took place in Lisbon on 8-9 December, under the
Portuguese EU Presidency.

The Summit was officially opened by Anibal Cavaco
Silva, President of the Republic of Portugal and closed
by José Manuel Dur&o Barroso, President of the European
Commission, and José Socrates, President of the Council

fthe E ion.
of the European Union y
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(Mobility of young people in Europe )

On 4-5 December, in Brussels, the European Youth Forum
(YFJ) organised an event on the mobility of young people
in Europe, with a special focus on EU legislative processes:
namely, the Community Code on Visas (CCV), the European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and EU mobility programmes
for youth. Fourteen participants from various European
countries and YFJ Member Organisations attended the
event over the two days.

The event began with participants enjoying a one-day
training session on the latest developments in the field of
youth mobility and EU legislation. The aim of the training
was to provide a close-up of latest developments; prepare
an action plan for the YFJ and its Member Organisations,
on the next steps regarding mobility; as well as to identify
questions and demands to put to relevant decision
makers.

The event also offered YFJ Member Organisations a
space to discuss openly and freely matters connected
to mobility, with representatives from the European
Parliament and the European Commission. They tackled
the issue of mobility, with a particular focus on young
people involved in formal and non formal education,
training, volunteering, statutory meeting representation,
and other civil society activities.

Henrik Lax, MEP (ALDE), the main rapporteur on the
CCV, presented his report which has taken into account
some of the main concerns of the YFJ and its Member
Organisations. Furthermore, Mr. Lax announced the
ambition to finalise the CCV process through co-decision
before the end of the Slovenian EU Presidency.

On the second day of the event, Sylvia Yvonne Kaufmann,
MEP (GUE/NGL), shadow rapporteur on the CCV, Ronan
MacAoungusa, in charge of the European Neighbourhood
Policy (ENP) at the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for External Relations (DG RELEX), and Pascal
Lejeune, Head of Unit for Youth Programmes at the
European Commission’s Directorate-General for Education
and Culture addressed the participants and shared their
views on the different processes.

Ms Kaufmann expressed her concerns regarding the destiny
of the more liberal recommendations and amendments
in the Lax Report. She quoted Mr. Lax’s statement that
the fight against organized crime and trafficking should
be a task for law enforcement and not something to
be controlled or solved through the Visa system. lllegal

immigration, she said, is an argument looming over the
whole process, as the main argument of the right, and the
big danger for a more liberalised visa system in the EU.
Ms Kaufmann also presented the standpoint of GUE/NGL
that visa costs should be lowered to 17,5 EUR instead of
increasing to 60 EUR.

Henry Lax talking to one of the participants at the Mobility event

MacAoungusa then presented the ENP, emphasiaing the
elements of the policy connected to civil society and
mobility. He pointed out the strengthening of ties between
the EU and its neighbours, by establishing partnerships.
DG RELEX, he added, finds the civil society dimension very
important in neighbourhood relations, and he mentioned
the country reports produced by the ENP section of DG
RELEX and announced the possibility for youth NGOs to
contribute to these reports particularly with respect to
youth and civil society issues.

Pascal Lejeune expressed his support to the YFJ and its
interest and actions taken to increase the level of mobility
in Europe. Lejeune acknowledged that DG EAC has not
been taking part in the CCV preparations, however he
promised their greater involvement on visa issues at the
EU decision making level and connected this to the need
for youth NGOs to follow the numbers and statistics of
the impact of mobility obstacles to the Youth in Action
and other EU programmes, to aid advocacy. Mr. Lejeune
was also looking into the mobility issue together with the
SALTO centres and National Agencies for Youth in Action,
with a view to informing embassies of the Programme and
the importance of visas for its participants.

This event represents a big step forward in the YFJ work on
mobility as it brought together some of the most important
actors in relevant legislative process and enabled open
discussions and exchange between youth NGOs and those
responsible for the mobility of young people in Europe.

K For further information please visit www.getvisable.org )
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f2nd Pool of Trainers meeting_

The second meeting of the 2007-2008 Pool of Trainers (PoT)
took place on 7-8 December, in Baarlo, the Netherlands,
gathering together fifteen trainers and representatives
from the YFJ Bureau and Secretariat.

One of the main objective of the meeting was to review
the YFJ Work Plan and to appraise what has been realised
up to now: this was of particular importance to the
determination of new commitments and suggestions for
2008.

Furthermore the work of the two sub-groups gathered in
2007 was presented to the meeting, along with a toolkit on
active youth participation; a session on global education
also took place.

The participants had the opportunity to create their

N

on specific issues, training methodologies and lessons
learned in 2007.

The trainers present devised several suggestions to forward
the work of the PoT in 2008 and in particular discussed
the topics to be dealt with by the PoT sub-groups over the
year ahead.

Members from the
Pool of Trainers
during one of the
sessions.

Picture taken by
Dragan Ancevski,
member of the

\own open space, helping them to share their expertise Pool of Trainers

~N

(Information and Networking Days on Sustainable Development

Youth can help Cool the Planet!

As officials gathered for the UN Climate Change Conference
in Indonesia, on the other side of the world, the role
youth organisations can play in achieving sustainable
development was being examined by representatives from
the European Youth Forum’s Member Organisations. So as
negotiations raged in Bali, around twenty participants
convened for an Information and Networking event in
Brussels on 6-7 December 2007, to exchange campaign
experience and consider relevant lobby actions that youth
organisations can undertake as they strive for progress on
the issue.

The event began with a short presentation on the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the
Kyoto Protocol and the Bali Conference, followed by
presentations from participants on their campaigns and
activities on climate change. The core of the meeting
was then devoted to discussion on lobbying international,
European and national institutions to urge them to tackle
climate change seriously and effectively - with the
participants developing tools and a list of concrete actions
to be pursued. The particular role of youth organisations
and of the European Youth Forum, in raising awareness on
climate change issues was central to this debate.

\_

The event ended with a teleconference with Clementine
Thierry, coordinator of the Greenpeace Solar Generation
project, who was attending the UN Conference in Bali. The
Solar Generation project is aimed at raising young people’s
awareness of Climate Change, and the teleconference
served as a great opportunity to learn first hand of the
UN event and of what youth organisations were doing in
Bali.

Climate change is a very hot topic right now, and it is
clear that youth organisations must seize this momentum.
The YFJ has been working for some time on sustainable
development and environmental issues in particular. The
policy paper adopted in 2006 states that it is natural
that young people take an active role in advocating for
measures to diminish green-house gas emissions, both in
Europe and globally, as it is they who tomorrow will have
to face the consequences of inaction today. Moreover, it
is recognised that the South will be more affected than
the North, and one can imagine the consequences this will
have on a continent such as Africa, where young people
make up half of the population. Consequently, the urgency
of the issue makes it indispensable for the YFJ to do more
specific work on climate change, and this Information &
Networking event was therefore a good way to kick start
the work we will be doing in the future. )
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(Development Needs Youth: MDGs Training Days 2007

Last November in Stockholm, 27 participants from
Member Organisations of the European Youth Forum
(YRJ) and members of other regional youth platforms
attended Training Days on the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), which were jointly organised by the YFJ
and the National Council of Swedish Youth Organisations
- LSU, a Full member of the YFJ. The aim of this training
event was to increase the recognition of the role of youth
in development cooperation and the supporting role of
youth organisations as actors in achieving the Millennium
Development Goals, through advocacy and exchange of
experience.

The first day of the event saw the participants receiving
information on recent YFJ developments regarding
the MDGs, such as the adoption of a Policy Paper
on Sustainable Development (presented in previous
editions of e-Youth Opinion); production of several MDG-
relevant publications (available online), and news of the
different training days and seminars in which the YFJ
has participated (e.g. the EU Development Days in 2006
and 2007). Furthermore, the European Youth Forum has
developed a wide range of partnerships around the world
with regional youth platforms and has been trying to
influence legislative processes in the EU.
\

~N

Later on, participants had the chance to share their
experience of progress towards the different Millennium
Development Goals and of concrete actions that
their organisations have implemented thus far. They
further discussed the linkages between the Millennium
Development Goals and other policies and processes such
as the WPAY, the World Development Report and national
level development policies.

Participants also met Lennart Hjelmaker, Ambassador
of Sweden for HIV/AIDS Matters, and discussed the
difficulties that different countries have to face regarding
HIV/AIDS prevention; they here highlighted the role that
the Church is playing in such issues, promoting solutions
such as abstinence and fidelity.

The event also drew on the lessons learned by African
youth organisations that had reviewed national Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers within the framework of the
joint LSU and UN Youth Unit project “Tackling Poverty
Together”.

All these outcomes have been gathered together by
participants and they will be used by their organisations
in the future.

(Experts Group Meeting on Migration

The YFJ Expert Group on migration convened for a
meeting over the first weekend of December, in Brussels.
The group was composed of three participants from
Member Organisations, as well as one representative
from both the YFJ Bureau and Secretariat.

Migration is a new policy area for the YFJ and the main
goal of the Expert Group is to support the Bureau in
developing a YFJ approach to the issue, enabling the
YFJ to become a significant actor in this policy area.
The group worked studiously over the weekend to
begin developing a policy paper on migration and young
people. They analysed the key issues at stake regarding
the management of migration in Europe, including links
with development policies and the effects of emigration
upon countries of origin - focusing particularly, on the
specific situation of young migrants and refugees.

As a result, the group produced a draft structure of
the policy paper which will be further developed in the

J
\

coming months, in order to be presented at the next
COMEM.

The Bureau and Secretariat will continue the consultation
process by attending important activities on migration
and meeting relevant actors.

Migration is one of the most pressing topics
in Europe at the moment and crises are being
reported every day: with migrants arriving by boat
on European coasts; with arbitrary deportations;
and so on. At the same time, the general public
is concerned with issues such as integration and
social cohesion in host countries, and new factors
are being considered, in view of climate refugees,
for instance. Migration will be one of the priorities
of the French EU Presidency in the second half of
2008.
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Chinese and European youth platforms meet
on the occasion of the EU-China Summit

In parallel to the EU-China Summit, the President of the
European Youth Forum (YFJ), Bettina Schwarzmayr, and the
President of the All China Youth Federation (ACYF), Yang
Yue, met in Beijing in follow-up to the Joint Declaration on
Cooperation between both organisations issued in October
2006. This Declaration aims at increasing the cooperation
between European and Chinese young people.

Both youth platforms wish to strengthen intercontinental
political dialogue and cooperation in the youth field and
discuss the possible role of youth organisations in the
wider development of the EU-China Partnership. Relations
between China and the EU cannot only be economic but
they also need to embrace a human dimension, especially
in the youth field: and this will be crucial for the future
cooperation between the two platforms.

Following the October 2007 meeting between Jan Figel’,
EU Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and
Youth, and the All China Youth Federation, Yang and
Schwarzmayr have agreed to work together to push
forward the establishment of a cooperation agreement
between China and the EU in the youth field - inspired
by the model of the EU-Canada Cooperation Programme
in Higher Education, Training and Youth (2006-2013). This
kcooperation agreement should additionally include a

Group picture in front of the All-China Youth Federation Headquarters,
Beijing (China)

mechanism for a permanent dialogue on youth policy
development that brings together four parties: the
European Commission, the government of the People’s
Republic of China, the ACYF and the YFJ.

The YJF sees EU-China cooperation as especially important
in the light of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue
2008 - aimed at strengthening mutual understanding not
only in Europe but also with our global partners.

The Presidents of the European Youth Forum and the All
China Youth Federation will meet again on the occasion of
the next EU-China Summit, to be held in France in 2008.)

" Non-Formal Education UNESCO Day

\

On 4 December, more than 40 representatives from youth
and social NGOs met at the headquarters of UNESCO to
discuss non-formal education. This inaugural event was
organised by the UNESCO Joint Programmatic Committee
on Youth.

One of the main aims of the day was to discuss how non-
formal education contributes to the ‘Education for All’
movement led by UNESCO. The day was split into several
parts - plenary discussions on the approach of UNESCO
towards non-formal education as well as the link between
the work done by institution and by NGOs.

As a member of the Joint Programmatic Committee,
the European Youth Forum hosted a workshop where
the participants identified the contribution of their
organisations to the goals of ‘Education for All’.
Unsurprisingly, the organisations present were covering all

six of the goals - including that on improving the quality
\

of education: after all youth organisations are evaluating
their activities to improve them, right?

Two YFJ Bureau Members ran the workshop, and were happy
to see that the eagerness and wealth of the discussion
meant there was no time to complete all the prepared
exercises - the European Youth Forum duly wants to thank
all the participants and Member Organisations for their
contributions.

The workshop and the day on non-formal education will
contribute to defining how UNESCO should work with Youth
Organisations on non-formal education. Since UNESCO is
the UN structure dealing with education, the recognition
of youth organisations and our contributions are important
to the European Youth Forum. The day also served to
allow reflection on the future responsibilities and role of
the Joint Programmatic Committee, and specifically over
the coming year.

J/
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(Schools for the 21t Century

“My education was interrupted
only by my schooling”
Winston Churchill

2160. That is, on average, how many days a young
European spends in school between their sixth and their
eighteenth birthdays. It is half a year during 12 years. So,
as far as time is concerned, it is by far the most important
activity that a young person undertakes.

But what state is the school system in? Is it preparing
young people for Life Long and Life Wide Learning? Does
it make us become citizens? Are schools contributing to
sustainable economic growth - and should they be? Are
schools the best places to be educated?

These are all very relevant questions, and are among
those that the European Commission is seeking to answer.
The European Union aims to become the most competitive
knowledge economy in the world by 2010. To realise this
- the Lisbon Agenda - the EU launched the Education and
Training 2010 programme. After its focus on vocational
education, training and universities, the Commission is
now looking at primary and secondary formal education,
or ‘schools’ and has launched a consultation called Schools
for the 21t Century inviting all stakeholders, interested
organisations and citizens of the EU to share their vision
on Schools.

The European Youth Forum took this opportunity to
promote the vision of youth organisations in Europe
regarding education. Based on the work and experience
of youth organisations, the European Youth Forum wrote
a contribution to this consultation.

The whole YFJ contribution can be found on the website
of the YFJ but we want here to present the Big Picture.

The Big Picture is about not approaching education in a
piecemeal fashion, but rather, in a holistic way, as the
way schools should function is related to what other
educational providers are doing. At the moment, the

\.

learning and educational process in many European
countries is still too divided into formal education, non-
formal education and informal learning.

The European Youth Forum wants to propose three
practical reforms that will lead to all educational actors
coming together to form an educational sphere. These
three reforms are linked and mutually reinforcing.

1. Bringing together all educational actors in one
educational sphere.

Break open the doors and rigid structures of schools.
Bring in the open, non-formal education approach.
Let young people and youth organisations use the
school infrastructure and give young people time to
work in school on what interests them.

2. Framing education in a global context and seeing it
as a tool to prepare young people for their role as
European and global citizens.

Most schools are no longer promoting the glorious
history of the ‘Fatherland’, but it is now time to take
the next step: framing the whole educational process
in a global context and preparing pupils to take their
place in this globalised world.

3. Making citizens, and young people in particular,
owners of their education and protagonists of
educational reforms.

Democracy doesn’t start when reaching voting age.
Democratic participation needs to start in school.
Students and pupils should have a charter of rights
and be on the board of all educational institutions.

With these reforms, Schools in the 21t Century might
become a bit more like the places that Plato dreamed
about: Do not train children to learning by force and
strictness, but direct them to it by what amuses their
minds, so that you may be better able to discover with
accuracy the peculiar bent of the genius of each.
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1t Arab Youth Forum Organised by the League of Arab States

\

Youth organisations active in the Arab Region, locally,
regionally and nationally gathered for the first Arab Youth
Forum, in Ain El-Soukhna, Egypt, from 19-22 November
under the theme “Youth’s participation in Localizing and
Achieving the MDGs”.

The initiative was a concrete response to the Members
States of the League of Arab States (LAS) who agreed
on an Arab Declaration on Youth Empowerment at their
Khartoum Summit in 2006. The Secretary General of
the LAS, Mr Amre Moussa, directly endorsed the Youth
Forum, stating the importance of young people and
youth organisations as development protagonists in the
Arab Region.

The Arab Youth Forum process emerged from the need for
a regional initiative supporting national policies aimed at
youth empowerment; from the need to integrate youth
issues into development policies; and from the need to
mobilise youth organisations as actors of change. Within

Participants at the 15t Arab Youth Forum, Ain El-Soukhna (Egypt)

this general context, the November event provided a
basis to build a permanent dialogue between the League
of Arab States and youth organisations.

The participants, gathering from all Arab Countries,
discussed their visions, recommendations and their
concrete initiatives for regional action, to be implemented

through national, regional and global partners. In
particular, the issues of youth participation, health,
education and employment were discussed, and special
links were made with existing projects being run both
by youth organisations and International Organisations,
through the presence of various UN Agencies such
as the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the
International Labour Organisation (ILO).

Specific focus was also paid to dialogue with Europe, and
for this reason both the European Youth Forum and the
Council of Europe were invited to share their experience
in cooperating with the Arab Region through a series
of workshops on youth work development and youth
participation in the Euro-Arab Dialogue. The participants
were particularly interested in the process of building
the capacity of an independent regional youth platform
and in the possibilities for greater exchange between
European and Arab youth organisations.

To follow-up these concerns, and to involve further its
Member Organisations in this process, the European Youth
Forum launched the idea of an inaugural coordinating
meeting of European and Arab Youth Organisations, to be
organised in the framework of the next Arab Youth Forum,
in 2008. The idea, which is part of the implementation
of the YFJ Work Plan for 2007-2008, was well received by
both the League of Arab States and the other International
Organisations present at the Forum.

The League of Arab States was established in
1945 and its full Member States are: Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Iraq, Kuwait,
Morocco, Libya, Qatar, Oman, Tunisia, Sudan, Syria,
Lebanon, Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan, Mauritania,
Djibouti, Somalia, Palestine, and the Comoros
Islands.
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( Information and networking days on South Eastern Europe

On 26-29 October 2007, the YFJ organised an Information &
Networking Days event on South Eastern Europe, entitled,
“Ensuring Co-management and Cooperation between
Youth NGOs and the Governments in South East Europe”.
The event was held in Lovran, Croatia and was made
possible thanks to the co-funding and co-organisation of
the Croatian Youth Network and the Croatian Office for
NGO development.

The main aim of the event was to introduce the
participants to the different systems and situations of
co-management and cooperation between NGOs and
governments on the national and European level. For
this reason, the co-management system of the Council of
Europe, the structured dialogue and the Open Method of
Coordination in the Youth Field of the EU were presented
to the participants. The YFJ also provided an update on
the situation of youth work and youth policy in all SEE
countries, with a special focus on youth policy development
and NGO/state cooperation. Numerous examples of good

and bad practice were presented and discussed during the
event.

The second part of the event concentrated on the work
of participants themselves. The organisers provided a
space for sharing, discussing and identifying the needs and
obstacles in their relations with state authorities and ways
in which those could be improved in order for the NGO
aims and objectives to be realised in a more efficient way.
This exercise focused on lobby, advocacy and pressure
techniques that would make the youth NGO demands
sound stronger and bring their work closer to decision
makers. Long lasting partnership based on mutual respect
and power sharing was the overall accepted direction to
follow in view of the NGOs present.

The participants at the event expressed their satisfaction
with the information provided and the discussions that
took place, and highlighted their feeling of preparedness
and encouragement to pursue their organisations’ goals as
a result of attending the event. )

(Strategic Planning and Financial Sustainability: a safer future for Youth NGOs

N

From 29 November to 2 December 2007, the YFJ conducted
a Youth Work Development (YWD) training event in Ciolpani/
Bucharest, Romania. The event was co-organised and co-
funded by CTR, the National Youth Council of Romania, a
Candidate member of the YFJ.

The overall aim of the meeting was to bring together

practitioners and decision-makers from  Member

Organisations who were willing to share and learn good

practice in organisational strategic development and

financial sustainability. The event therefore focused around

two main themes:

1. Theplanning, monitoringandevaluationoforganisational
development;

2. Fundraising and financial sustainability

The main objectives were:

= To follow up the results of previous YWD and National
Youth Policy (NYP) events organised by the European
Youth Forum

e To provide a training environment for Member
Organisations to exchange examples from their work
related to the main topics

= To explore concrete actions and support measures to
further the strong organisational development and
funding sustainability of NYCs and INGYOs

= To encourage close cooperation and the exchange of
good practice between different youth councils and

international youth organisations

e To provide workshop spaces for Member Organisations
on issues related to the topics of the event

e To identify other needs of Member Organisations that
could be addressed by the YFJ.

The training was spread over three working days, during
which the participants had the space to learn about the
importance of organisational development, financial
sustainability and strategic planning as well as monitoring
and evaluation the everyday work of an organisation. The
work done was divided in two main parts: the theoretical,
where trainers and the YFJ presented the main methods
and directions in the aforementioned fields of work; and
the practical, where participants had a space to discuss
and identify possible ways to improve the sustainability and
structure of their own organisations.

The participants were presented with numerous examples
of strategic, financial and fundraising work in various types
of youth NGOs and also had the space to compare it with
their own experiences and methods.

The evaluation of the event explicitly contained a request
from participants to point out possible further topics that
the YFJ could cover when organising future events focused
on capacity-building: this was done in order to assess the
needs and interests of the membership in order that the
YFJ can work towards accommodating these needs in the
most satisfying way possible in the future.

Page 9
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( Information and Networking Days on Health and Social Inclusion

N

On 17 and 18 November 2007, the European Youth Forum
(YFJ) organised an ‘Information and Networking event
on Health and Social Inclusion’, with participants from a
dozen of its Member Organisations gathering in Brussels.

The YFJ has, for several years now, been a recognised
stakeholder in the field of social inclusion; health, on the
other hand, is, in terms of policy development, a rather
new area of focus for the Forum - the past two years seeing
the Youth Forum develop policy positions on tobacco and
youth and on alcohol-related harm. These Information and
Networking Days were thus a good opportunity for Member
Organisations to discuss the policy area of health, and its
linkages with social inclusion, in a more comprehensive
manner, MO with the activity benefiting both from the
contribution of a guest speaker and from the relevant
expertise and experience of participants.

GUEST SPEAKER

As sexual reproductive health and rights (SRHR) are
a crucial issue for young people, the YFJ invited Irene
Donadio, Advocacy Officer of the International Planned
Parenthood Federation European Network (IPPFEN) to
join the seminar and present the YSAFE project (Youth
Sexual Awareness For Europe). The aim of this project is
to empower young people and to involve them in the work
of IPPF member associations, and Ms Donadio’s presence
proved particularly interesting for the YFJ, in view of the
activity on SRHR which is planned for 2008.

EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE

Hearing of the work of IPPFEN served as agood starting point
for the seminar, and fostered some fruitful discussions.
Participants also enthusiastically shared with the group
the different views of their organisations regarding the
health field and presented the various projects they have
put in place. This subsequent ‘was the main point of the
meeting; brainstorming” and developingelaboration of
key points on health issues which should be addressed by
the YFJ formed the central focus of that the Youth Forum
should addressthe meeting, and t. he very concrete
outcomes of the seminar will serve as a strong basis for
the future policy paper on this issue.

Inthe coming months, the YFJ will continue its involvement
in the health field, taking part in an alcohol marketing task
force, developing contacts with organisations working on
SRHR and on other health issues, and looking at access to
healthcare for migrants.

Participants at the Info
and Networking Days in
YFJ’s office )

\

\

Youth: For a Life Without Tobacco -
The state of play at the end of 2007

The national level activities run by YFJ Member
Organisations within the framework of the ‘Youth: For
a Life Without Tobacco’ project in 2007, came to an
end on 31 October. Nineteen projects were successfully
implemented, reaching - directly and indirectly - about 226
000 young people from 21 EU countries. Brief information
on these national projects can be found on the “youth and
tobacco” website under the “Calendar of activities 2007
(http://en.help-eu.com/youthandtobacco/cal0710-
CALENDRIER.htm).

As you may recall from the last edition of e-Youth
Opinion, the European Youth Forum decided to continue

its involvement in the Tobacco project, which in 2006
led to the creation of the European Youth Manifesto on
Tobacco.

Given the success of the project in 2007, the YFJ decided
to continue its cooperation with DG SANCO on the HELP
campaign in 2008. The EU dimension of the project will
be enhanced next year, while building on the experiences
and lessons learned at the national level in 2007. Further
details on the continuation of the project are currently
under discussion with DG SANCO.
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The Council of Europe “under reconstruction”

The Council of Europe, established in 1949, has always
defended the principles of human rights, democracy and
the rule of law in Europe and continues to stand for these
values today. Since its beginnings it has grown not only in
size (today it has 47 Member States) but also in terms of
the issues it tackles and the approaches it uses. Presented
with challenges such as the expanding role of the European
Union, and the need to improve
efficiency under increasing financial
constraints, the Council of Europe is
undergoing a set of reforms, which will
- some directly, some indirectly - affect
the youth sector as well.

Institutional framework -
constructing efficiency

The composition of the Secretariat
of the Council of Europe is in the
process of change. It consists of several
Directorates General (DG), each
responsible for different priority areas. In early 2007 the
previously separate DGs on Legal Affairs (DG I) and Human
Rights (DG II) were merged into one. A similar process is
now beginning with DG Social Cohesion (DG IlI) and DG
Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport (DG IV).
The latter is also responsible for youth issues, and this is
where the unique principle of co-management has flourished
- where youth organisations, represented in the Advisory
Council on Youth, meet with governmental representatives
from the European Steering Committee on Youth, and take
decisions together. At present it is still unclear what kind
of reforms will emerge from the consultations, and where
in the new Directorate the youth field will be positioned;
the European Youth Forum is following the process closely,
specifically through the COEACOM and the Advisory Council,
aiming to ensure that the voice of youth is not lost through
the changes.

Youth policy in Europe - constructing the
strategy

Simultaneously, at policy level, we are witnessing another
development that aims at strengthening the youth field in

the Council of Europe and at giving youth policy a vision
and a strategic agenda for the decade ahead. The so-called

\

Council of Europe headquarters,
Strasbourg (France)

Agenda 2020, which is “under construction”, should set the
guidelines for a coherent and sustainable youth policy in
Europe - a policy that will build upon past experience but be
able to respond to the needs of youth today and tomorrow.
The document will formally be adopted at the forthcoming
8t Conference of European Ministers responsible for Youth
scheduled for 10-11 October 2008. It will be preceded by a
youth event on 8-9 October, organised
by the European Youth Forum, with
financial support from the European
Youth Foundation.

European Youth Centre
Strasbourg - reconstructing
the building

The European Youth Centre in
Strasbourg, one of the two main spaces
where European youth organisations
can hold meetings, trainings, seminars
and other activities, is currently closed
for a thorough renovation. As a result the building, first
open in 1972, will be brought in line with contemporary
safety standards, its capacity will be improved, and it will
henceforth be able to offer better facilities to users. Until
the end of May 2008, all youth activities will take place
in the European Youth Centre in Budapest. Since such
investment requires considerable funding, the Council of
Europe is calling for increased voluntary contributions to
the European Youth Foundation from its Member States.
The European Youth Forum considers that a permanent
increase in the annual contributions delivered by the
Member States to the budget of the Foundation would be
even more desirable, given that the number of high quality
applications for grants is constantly increasing.

A year from now...

Within a year from now these three processes will probably
be largely completed, and by then we hope to see a more
efficient Council of Europe, with the strong role of the
youth sector remaining a central priority; with a realistic
youth policy for Europe that can be implemented to the
benefit of young people being promoting; and, of course,
a Youth Centre in Strasbourg that will represent a safe and
inspiring environment for youth activities. )
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Youth policy in the EP hemicycle: Spring 2008

At the beginning of Spring 2008, the
YFJ will launch a campaign within the
European Parliament for a written
declaration on youth empowerment
in EU policies. The campaign and
declaration should, it is hoped, focus
the attention of MEPs on young people,
and on the issues that concern and
affect them.

A written declaration is a short text
which a group of up to five MEPs can

prepare and present to the Parliament
\

to launch, or relaunch, a debate on
a subject that falls within the EU’s
remit.

By promoting a written declaration on
youth empowerment, the European
Youth Forum and its Member
Organisations are aiming to ensure
that the needs, interests and voice
of young people should be taken into
account in all policy areas, and not
just in traditional youth policy fields
within the EU Institutions. The written

declaration gives the Youth Forum an
opportunity to engage with a large
number of MEPs and allows them, in
turn, to demonstrate their support
- bolstering awareness of the need
to involve young people in decision
making processes.

The energy and enthusiasm of
all Member Organisations will be
necessary in order to achieve our goal
to get youth issues into the heart of
the European parliament hemicycle!
-

 Youth volunteering: a new step

N\

On 16 November, the European Council
adopted a resolution to continue
implementing the common objectives
for the voluntary activities of young
people. The European Youth Forum
(YFJ) appreciates that the Portuguese
EU Presidency put forward the YFJ
proposal to establish a Charter for the
status of volunteers. Nevertheless, the
YFJ strongly regrets that the Member
States did not include this proposal in
theresolution. Such a framework would
be a key step to improve the situation
of volunteers in Europe and encourage
more young people to volunteer.
\

The YFJ welcomes the fact that
the resolution tackles the main
challenges that volunteers are facing
today and that it explicitly mentions
the organisations that give them
support. For the YFJ, the obstacles
to volunteering concern not only
mobility but also social protection and
insurance.

The European Youth Forum appreciates
that the adopted resolution highlights
the fact that volunteering is an
essential element of active European
citizenship and that it is recognised

as a way of increasing employment
opportunities for young people.

Similarly, the YFJ is heartened by the
follow-up on volunteering envisaged by
the forthcoming French EU Presidency,
as this could ensure the development
of a much-needed legal framework.
The YFJ and its Member Organisations
are now launching a process to develop
an outline for such a Charter; they are
therefore willing to contribute to the
work undertaken by the EU Institutions
and its Member States in 2008

\

(Let young people vote from 16!

J

We are too often reminded that to be
heard one must have a vote. Thus, to
fulfil our roles as active citizens, a
fundamental right is missing for many
young people: the right to vote in
elections.

The YFJ undertook its first step on the
road to getting voting ages lowered
to 16 across Europe by convening a
thematic seminar, from 7-10 December
2007. The event, hosted by the Danish
Youth Council (DUF), Full member
of the YFJ, a pioneer on the issue,
gathered 25 young representatives
from its Member Organisations, who
¥bear experience of campaigning on the

voting age, or who are willing to join
the debate.

The seminar provided an opportunity
to share experience on different
campaigns that have taken place or
are still running across Europe. The
participants devoted much energy to
developing arguments regarding the
issue, and devised a quiz to be used as
part of atoolkit to be developed shortly.
They also provided the European
Youth Forum with concrete proposals
regarding European coordination.

In an increasing number of European
countries, discussion on lowering

voting ages is taking place - for
example, in the United Kingdom,
Denmark and Switzerland. Austria was
the first country in Europe to give their
16 year-olds the right to vote, and in
Germany 16 and 17 year-olds can now
vote in a number of states.

As the umbrella organisation for
organised youth in Europe, the
European Youth Forum (YFJ), supports
lowering the voting age to 16 in
all European countries following a
resolution adopted by its Council of
Members in April 2006.
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AGENDA

- Working Unit of Global Affairs for Development and Coope-
ration meeting
11 - 13 January, Grugliasco (Italy)

- EC—NYC Consultation meeting on the Structured Dialogue
14 January, Brussels (Belgium)

- Bureau meeting
19-20 January, Recklinghausen (Germany)

- Evaluation and follow up event of the ADAE campaign
28-31 January, Lisbon (Portugal)

- Working Group on Quality indicators
1 - 2 February, Brussels (Belgium)

- EUACOM steering group
8 February, Brussels (Belgium)

For more information on our events have a look at our
calendar:
www.youthforum.org
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Chapter IV
Modifying the period of validity of an issued visa

Article 28
Extension

The period of validity and/or the duration of stay of an issued short stay or transit
visa shall be extended, at the request of the holder if he can provide proof of force
majeure, humanitarian reasons, serious occupational reasons and/or personal reasons.

An extension of a visa, as provided for in paragraph 1, shall not, under any
circumstances, result in the type of the visa being changed or in the duration of the
stay exceeding three months (short stay) or 10 days (transit).

Unless otherwise decided by the administrative authority extending the visa, the
territorial validity of the extended visa shall remain the same as the original visa.

The administrative authority competent to extend the visa shall be that of the
Member State on whose territory the third country national is present at the moment
of applying for an extension.

Member States shall notify to the Commission the authorities competent for
extending visas.

A fee of 30 EUR shall be charged for extending a visa.

Extension of uniform visas shall take the form of a stamp, corresponding to the
model set out in Annex XI. The competent authority shall also affix its seal.

Information on extended visas shall be entered into the VIS in accordance with
Article 12 of the VIS Regulation.
Article 29
Annulment
A visa may be annulled :

(a) by the issuing diplomatic mission or consular post in order to prevent the
holder from entering the territory of the Member States, if it becomes evident
after the visa has been issued that the holder does not fulfil the conditions
justifying the issue of the visa.

(b) by border control authorities in conformity with the provisions of Article 13(1)
and Annex V, Part A, (2) of the Schengen Borders Code.

Information on annulled visas shall be entered into the VIS, in accordance with
Article 11 of the VIS Regulation.
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If a visa is annulled pursuant to paragraph 1(b) by the border control authorities of a
Member State other than the issuing Member State, the issuing Member State shall
be informed of the annulment of its visas.
Article 30
Revocation of a visa

A visa may be revoked in the following cases:

(a) Dby the issuing diplomatic mission or consular post at the request of the holder
in which case a stamp must be affixed to the visa sticker indicating that the visa
has been revoked at the request of the holder.

(b) by the competent authorities after the holder has entered the territory of the
Member States, if the holder no longer fulfils the entry conditions as set out in
Article 5(1) of the Schengen Borders Code.

Information on revoked visas shall be entered into the VIS in accordance with Article
11 of the VIS Regulation.

If the visa is revoked pursuant to paragraph 1(b) by the competent authorities of a
Member State other than the issuing Member State, the issuing Member State shall
be informed of the revocation of its visas.

Article 31

Shortening the length of duration of stay authorised by a visa

Border control authorities may decide to shorten the duration of stay authorised by a
visa if it is established that the holder does not have adequate means of support for
the initially intended duration of the stay.

Information on the shortening of the duration of stay authorised by a visa shall be
entered into the VIS, in accordance with Article 11 of the VIS Regulation.

Chapter V
Visas issued at the external borders

Article 32
Visas issued at the external borders

Short-stay visas or transit visas may only be issued at the external borders if the
following conditions are satisfied:

(a)  the applicant fulfils the conditions laid down in Article 5(1) of the Schengen
Borders Code;
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(b) the applicant has not been in a position to apply for a visa in advance,

(c) the applicant submits supporting documents substantiating unforeseeable and
imperative reasons for entry, and

(d)  the applicant’s return to his country of origin or transit through States other
than Member States fully implementing the Schengen acquis is assessed as
certain.

Where a visa is applied for at the external border, the requirement that the applicant
be in possession of travel medical insurance shall be waived.

A visa issued at the external border may, as appropriate, be either

(a) asingle entry short-stay visa, entitling the holder to stay for a maximum period
of 15 days in all Member States, or

(b) a single entry transit visa, entitling the holder to a transit of a maximum
duration of 5 days, valid for all Member States.

Where the conditions laid down in Article 5(1) of the Schengen Borders Code are not
fulfilled, the authorities responsible for issuing the visa at the border may issue a visa
with limited territorial validity for the territory of the issuing Member State only, in
accordance with Article 21(1)(a).

A third-country national falling within a category of persons for whom prior
consultation is required in accordance with Article 9 shall, in principle, not be issued
with a visa at the border.

However, a visa with limited territorial validity only for the territory of the visa
issuing Member State, may be issued at the border for such persons in exceptional
cases, in accordance with Article 21(1)(b).

The provisions on justification and notification of refusals and possibilities of appeal
set out in Article 23 and Annex IX shall apply.
Article 33
Visas issued to seafarers in transit at the border

A seafarer who is required to be in possession of a visa when crossing the external
borders of the Member States may be issued with a transit visa at the border where:

(a) he fulfils the conditions set out in Article 32(1) and

(b)  he is crossing the border in question in order to embark on, re-embark on or
disembark from a ship on which he will work or has worked as a seafarer.

Before issuing a visa at the border to a seafarer in transit, the competent national
authorities shall comply with the rules set out in Annex XII, Part 1, and make sure
that the necessary information concerning the seaman in question has been
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exchanged by means of a duly completed form for seamen in transit, as set out in
Annex XII, Part 2.

This Article shall apply without prejudice to Article 32(3), (4) and (5).

TITLE I11: Administrative management and organisation

Article 34
Organisation of visa sections

Member States shall be responsible for organising the visa sections of their
diplomatic missions and consular posts.

In order to prevent any decline in the level of vigilance and to protect staff from
being exposed to pressure at local level, rotation schemes for staff dealing directly
with applicants shall be set up. Without prejudice to the quality of services or
knowledge of tasks, the staff shall be rotated at least every six months. Particular
attention shall be attached to clear work structures and distinct allocation/division of
responsibilities in relation to the taking of final decisions on visa applications.
Access to consultation of the VIS and the SIS and other confidential information
shall be restricted to a limited number of duly authorised expatriate permanent staff
members. Appropriate measures shall be taken to prevent unauthorised access to
such databases.

The storage and handling of visa stickers shall be subject to stringent security
measures to avoid fraud or loss. Both issued visa stickers and cancelled visa stickers
shall be registered.

Member States’ diplomatic missions and consular posts shall keep archives of paper
copies of visa applications. Each individual file shall contain the application form,
copies of relevant supporting documents, a record of checks made and a copy of the
visa issued, in order for staff to be able to reconstruct, if need be, the background for
the decision taken on the application.

Individual files shall be kept for five years both when a visa has been issued and
when it has been refused.

Article 35

Resources for processing visa applications and monitoring of diplomatic missions and
consular posts

Member States shall deploy appropriate staff in sufficient numbers to carry out the
tasks relating to the processing of visa applications, in such a way as to ensure an
efficient and harmonised level of treatment of applications and applicants in their
diplomatic missions and consular posts. Premises should meet appropriate functional
requirements of adequacy and allow for appropriate security measures.
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Member States’ central authorities shall provide adequate training to both expatriate
staff and locally employed staff and shall be responsible for providing them with
complete, precise and updated information on the relevant Community and national
law.

Member States’ central authorities shall ensure frequent and adequate monitoring of
the conduct of processing of visa applications and take corrective measures when
deviations from provisions are detected.

Article 36
Conduct of staff processing visa applications

Member States' diplomatic missions and consular post shall ensure that applicants are
received courteously.

Consular staff shall, in the performance of their duties, fully respect human dignity.
Any measures taken shall be proportionate to the objectives pursued by such
measures.

While performing their tasks, consular staff shall not discriminate against persons on
grounds of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual
orientation.

Article 37
Forms of cooperation in relation to the reception of visa applications
Member States may engage in the following forms of cooperation:

(a) “co-location”: staff from the diplomatic posts and consular missions of one or
more Member States process the applications (including biometric identifiers)
addressed to them at the diplomatic post and consular mission of another
Member State and share the equipment of that Member State. The Member
States concerned shall agree on the duration and conditions for the termination
of the co-location as well as the part of the administrative fee to be received by
the Member State whose diplomatic post or consular mission is being used.

(b) “Common Application Centres”: staff of diplomatic posts and consular
missions of two or more Member States are pooled in one building in order to
receive the visa applications (including biometric identifiers) addressed to
them. Applicants shall be directed to the Member State responsible for the
processing of the visa application. Member States shall agree on the duration
and conditions for the termination of this co-operation as well as the cost
sharing among the participating Member States. One Member State shall be
responsible for contracts in relation to logistics and diplomatic relations with
the host country.

(c) Co-operation with external service providers: where for reasons relating to the
local situation of the consular post it is not appropriate to equip the consular
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office for capturing/collecting biometric identifiers or to organise co-location
or a Common Application Centre, a Member State or several Member States
jointly may co-operate with an external service provider for the reception of
visa applications (including biometric identifiers). In such a case, the Member
State(s) concerned shall remain liable for compliance with data protection rules
for the processing of visa applications.

Article 38
Co-operation with external service providers
Cooperation with external service providers shall take the following form:

(a) the external service provider acts as a call-centre providing general information
on the requirements for applying for a visa and in charge of the appointment
system; and/or,

(b) the external service provider provides general information on the requirements
for applying for a visa, collects applications, supporting documents and
biometric data from visa applicants and collects the handling fee (as provided
for in Article 16) and transmits completed files and data to the diplomatic
mission or consular post of the Member State competent for the processing of
the application.

The Member State(s) concerned shall select an external service provider who is able
to ensure all the technical and organisational security measures and appropriate
technical and organizational measures requested by the Member State(s) to protect
personal data against accidental or unlawful destruction or accidental loss, alteration,
unauthorized disclosure or access, in particular where the processing involves the
transmission of data over a network as well as the reception and transmission of files
and data to the consular post, and against all other unlawful forms of processing.

When selecting external service providers, Member States’ diplomatic missions or
consular posts shall scrutinise the solvency and reliability of the company (including
necessary licences, commercial registration, company statutes, bank contracts and
shall ensure there is no conflict of interests.

External service providers shall not have access to the VIS for any purpose. Access
to the VIS shall be reserved exclusively to duly authorised staff of diplomatic
missions or consular posts.

The Member State(s) concerned shall conclude a contract with the external service
provider in accordance with Article 17 of Directive 95/46/EC. Before concluding
such a contract, the diplomatic mission or consular post of the Member State
concerned shall within local consular cooperation inform the diplomatic missions
and consular posts of other Member States and the Commission delegation why the
contract is necessary.
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In addition to the obligations set out in Article 17 of Directive 95/46/EC, the contract
shall also contain provisions which:

(a) define the exact responsibilities of the service provider;

(b) require the service provider to act under the instructions of the responsible
Member States and to process the data only for the purposes of processing of
personal data of visa applications on behalf of the responsible Member States
in compliance with Directive 95/46;

(c) require the service provider to provide the applicants with the information
required under the VIS Regulation;

(d) provide for access by consular staff to the premises of the service provider at
all times;

(e) require the service provider to observe rules of confidentiality (including the
protection of the data collected in relation to visa applications;

(f) contain a suspension and termination clause.

The Member State(s) concerned shall monitor implementation of the contract,
including:

(a) the general information provided by the service provider to visa applicants;

(b) the technical and organisational security measures and appropriate technical
and organizational measures to protect personal data against accidental or
unlawful destruction or accidental loss, alteration, unauthorized disclosure or
access, in particular where the processing involves the transmission of data
over a network, and against all other unlawful forms of processing as well as
the reception and transmission of files and data to the consular post;

(c) the capturing of biometric identifiers;
(d) the measures taken to ensure compliance with data protection provisions.

The total amount of fees charged by the external service provider for processing the
visa application shall not exceed the fee set out in Article 16.

The consular staff of the Member State(s) concerned shall give training to the service
provider, corresponding to the knowledge needed to offer appropriate service and
sufficient information to visa applicants.

Article 39

Organisational aspects

Precise information on the means of obtaining an appointment and submitting a visa
application shall be displayed by Member States’ diplomatic missions and consular
posts for the general public.
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Irrespective of the type of cooperation chosen, Member States may decide to
maintain the possibility of allowing for applicants’ direct access to lodge an
application for a visa directly at the premises of its diplomatic mission or consular
posts. Member States shall assure the continuity of reception and processing of visa
application, in the event of sudden termination of cooperation with other Member
States or any type of external service provider.

Member States shall inform the Commission of how they intend to organise the
reception and processing of visa applications in each consular location. The
Commission will ensure appropriate publication.

Member States shall provide the Commission with the contracts they conclude.

Article 40
Submission of visa applications by commercial intermediaries

For repeated applications within the meaning of Article 11(2), Member States may
allow their diplomatic missions or consular posts to cooperate with commercial
intermediaries (i.e. private administrative agencies, transport or travel agencies (tour
operators and retailers); hereinafter: “commercial intermediaries™) for the collection
of applications, supporting documents and the handling fee and the transmission of
completed files to the diplomatic mission or consular post of the Member State
competent for the processing of the application.

Before granting accreditation to commercial intermediaries carrying out the tasks
described in paragraph 1, Member States’ diplomatic missions and consular posts
shall, in particular, verify the following aspects:

(a) the current status of the intermediary: current licence, the commercial register,
contracts with banks;

(b) existing contracts with commercial partners based in the Member States
offering accommodation and other package tour services;

(c) contracts with airlines, which must include outward and guaranteed, fixed
return journeys.

Accredited commercial intermediaries shall be monitored constantly by spot checks
involving personal or telephone interviews with applicants, verification of trips and
accommodation, verification that the travel medical insurance provided is adequate
and covers individual travellers, and wherever possible, verification of the
documents relating to group return.

Within local consular cooperation, information shall be exchanged on irregularities
detected, refusal of applications submitted by commercial intermediaries, and on
detected forms of travel document fraud and failure to effect scheduled trips.

Within local consular cooperation, lists shall be exchanged of commercial
intermediaries to which accreditation has been given by each diplomatic mission or
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consular post or from which accreditation has been withdrawn, together with the
reasons for any such withdrawal.

Each diplomatic mission or consular post shall make sure that the public is informed
about the list of accredited intermediaries with which it cooperates.

Article 41
Information of the general public

Member States and their diplomatic missions or consular posts shall provide the
general public with all relevant information in relation to the application for a visa:

(a) the criteria, conditions and procedures for applying for a visa;
(b) the means of obtaining an appointment, if applicable;

(c) where the application should be submitted (competent diplomatic mission or
consular post, common application centre or external service provider).

The representing Member State and the represented Member State shall inform the
general public about arrangements on representation as provided in Article 7 three
months before such arrangements enter into force. This information shall contain
details of possible categories of applicants who must apply directly at a diplomatic
mission or consular post of the represented Member.

The general public as well as the host country’s authorities shall be informed that the
stamp as provided for by Article 17 has no legal implications.

The general public shall be informed of the time limits for examining visa
applications provided for in Article 20(1). It shall also be informed of the third
countries whose nationals or specific categories of such nationals are subject to prior
consultation as set out in Annexes I and II.

The general public shall be informed that negative decisions on visa applications
must be notified to the applicant, that such decisions must state the reasons on which
they are based and that applicants whose applications are refused have a right to
appeal. Information shall be given on the possibilities of appeal, the competent legal
instance, as well as the time-limit for lodging an appeal.

The general public shall be informed that mere possession of a visa does not confer
automatic right of entry and that the holders of visa may be requested to present
supporting documents at the border.

The general public shall be informed about the exchange rate applied by Member

State's diplomatic missions and consular posts when the handling fee is charged in
local currency.
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TITLE IV: Local Consular Cooperation

Article 42
Member States’ diplomatic missions and consular posts’ local consular cooperation

In order to ensure a harmonised application of the common visa policy taking into
account, where appropriate, local circumstances, Member States’ diplomatic
missions and consular posts and the Commission shall cooperate within each
jurisdiction and assess the need to establish in particular:

(a) a harmonised list of supporting documents to be submitted by applicants,
taking into account Article 14 and Annex 1V;

(b) common criteria for examining visa applications, in particular in relation to the
requirement that the applicant hold travel medical insurance (including the
exemptions and the impossibility to acquire locally appropriate travel medical
insurance), the handling fee , the use of the stamp indicating that a visa has
been applied for and matters relating to the application form.

(c) common criteria for treating the different types of travel documents and an
exhaustive list of travel documents issued by the host country, which shall be
updated regularly.

(d) a harmonised approach in relation to cooperation with external service
providers and commercial intermediaries.

If regarding one or more of the points (a) to (d), the assessment within the local
consular cooperation confirms the need for a local harmonised approach, measures
on such a harmonised approach shall be adopted pursuant to the procedure provided
by Article 46(2).

Within local consular cooperation shall be established a common information sheet
on short-stay visa, transit and airport transit visas (the rights that it implies, the
conditions for applying for it).

The following information shall be exchanged within local consular cooperation:

(a) monthly statistics on short-stay visas, visas with limited territorial validity,
transit visas and airport transit visas issued, as well as the number of rejected
visa applications,

(b) information on
(1)  the socio-economic structure of the host country;

(i1) sources of information at local level (on social security, health insurance,
fiscal registers, entry-exit registrations etc.);

(i11) the use of false and falsified documents;
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(iv) 1llegal immigration routes;
(v) refusals;
(vi) cooperation with airline companies;

(vil) insurance companies providing adequate travel medical insurance
(including verification of type of coverage, possible excess amount).

Local consular cooperation meetings among Member States and Commission to deal
specifically with operational issues in relation to the application of the common visa
policy shall be organised once a month. These meetings shall be convened by the
Commission, unless otherwise agreed at the request of the Commission within the
jurisdiction.

Single-topic meetings may be organised and sub-groups set up to study specific
issues within local consular cooperation.

Summary reports of local consular cooperation meetings shall be drawn up
systematically and circulated locally. The Commission may delegate the drawing up
of reports to a Member State. The diplomatic mission or consular post of each
Member State shall forward the reports to their central authorities.

On the basis of these monthly reports, the Commission shall draw up an annual
report within each jurisdiction to be submitted to Council.

Representatives of diplomatic missions or consular posts of Member States not
applying the community acquis in relation to visas, or of third countries, may, on an
ad hoc bases, be invited to participate in meetings for the exchange of information on
specific issues relating to the issuance of visa.

Issues of particular general interest or which cannot be solved locally shall be
submitted by the Commission to the Council for examination.

TITLE V: Final provisions

Article 43

Exceptional arrangements

Member Stats hosting the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games shall apply the specific
procedures and conditions facilitating the issuance of visa set out in Annex XIII.

(M

Article 44

Amendments to the Annexes

Annexes III, IV, V, VI, VIII, IX, X and XI shall be amended in accordance with the
procedure referred to in Article 46(2).
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2) Without prejudice to Article 47(2) the changes of Annexes I and II shall be decided in
accordance with the procedure set out in Article 46(2).
Article 45
Instructions on the practical application of the Visa Code

Operational instructions establishing the harmonised practices and procedures to be followed
by Member States’ diplomatic posts and consular missions when processing visa applications
shall be drawn up in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 46(2).

Article 46

Committee
1. The Commission shall be assisted by a committee, hereinafter "the Visa Committee".
2. Where reference is made to this paragraph, Articles 5 and 7 of Decision

1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof and
provided that the implementing measures adopted in accordance with this procedure
do not modify the essential provisions of this Regulation.

The period laid down in Article 5(6) of Decision 1999/468/EC shall be three months.

3. The Visa Committee shall adopt its rules of procedure.
Article 47
Notification
1. Member States shall notify the Commission of:

(a) Situations of representation referred to in Article 7;

(b) the list of third countries for which information procedures referred to in
Article 9(3) are required,

(c) the additional national entries in the “comments” section of the visa sticker as
referred to in Article 25(2);

(d) authorities competent for extending visas, referred to in Article 28(3);
(e) the situations of cooperation referred to in Article 37,
(f) statistics on all types of visas issued every six months (1% March and 1%

September of each calendar year) using the uniform table for exchanging
statistics.
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The Commission shall make the information notified pursuant to paragraph 1
available to the Member States and the public via a constantly updated electronic
publication.

2. Member States shall also notify the Commission of envisaged changes of the lists of
third countries for which the prior consultation or information procedures referred to
in Articles 8 and 9 are required.

Article 48

Repeals

1. Articles 9 to 17 of the Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement of 14 June
1985 are replaced.

2. The following shall be repealed:
(@) The Common Consular Instructions, including the annexes.

(b) The decisions of the Schengen Executive Committee of 14 December 1993
(SCH/Com-ex (93) 21), (SCH/Com-ex (93)24) (SCH/Com-ex (94) 25),
(SCH/Com-ex (98)12) SCH/Com-ex (98)57.

(c) Joint Action 96/197/JHA of 4 March 1996 adopted by the Council on the basis
of Article K.3 of the TEU on airport transit arrangements.

(d) Regulation (EC) No 789/2001.
(e) Regulation (EC) No 1091/2001.
() Regulation (EC) No 415/2003.

3. References to repealed instruments shall be construed as references to this
Regulation and read in accordance with the correlation table in Annex XIV.

Article 49
Entry into force
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in

the Official Journal of the European Union.

It shall apply 6 months after that day of its entry into force. Articles 46 and 47 shall apply

from the date of entry into force.
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in the Member States in
accordance with the Treaty establishing the European Community.

Done at Brussels,

For the European Parliament For the Council
The President The President
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ANNEX I: LIST OF THIRD COUNTRIES FOR WHICH PRIOR CONSULTATION
OF MEMBER STATES' OWN CENTRAL AUTHORITES IS REQUESTED,
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8 OF THE COMMUNITY CODE ON VISAS

Within the framework of agreements on representation the central authorities of the
representing Member State shall consult the authorities of the represented Member State,
pursuant to Article 9(2) of the Community Code on Visas.
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ANNEX II: LIST OF THIRD COUNTRIES FOR WHICH PRIOR CONSULTATION
OR INFORMATION OF THE CENTRAL AUTHORITIES OF OTHER MEMBER
STATES' IS REQUESTED, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 9 OF THE COMMUNITY

CODE ON VISAS

The indication (*) means that only information on issued visas is requested, pursuant to
Article 9(3) of the Community Code on Visas
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ANNEX 111: HARMONISED APPLICATION FORM

Photo
Application for Schengen Visa

This application form is free

Stamp Embassy or
Consulate

1. Surname(s) (family name(s))

FOR EMBASSY/
CONSULATE USE ONLY

2. Surname(s) at birth (earlier family name(s))

Date of application :

3. First names (given names)

lApplication submitted at
0 embassy/consulate

4. Date of birth (year-month-day) 5. Place and country of birth 6. Nationality

o CAC
O travel agency
Name:

7. Sex
0 Male o Female

8. Marital status :
o Single o Married o Separated o Divorced o Widow(er)
o Other

O service provider
Name:

9. Type of travel document:
0 Ordinary passport 0 Diplomatic passport o Service/Official passport o Special passporto Other travel document
(DLEASE SPECIEY): .ottt ettt et e s e

o Other
Name:

10. Number of travel document 11. Issued by

alid until

File handled by :
O Invitation

12. If you reside in a country other than your country of origin, have you permission to return to that country?

0 No O Yes, (number and validity)

O Means of transport
o Link with other
application

O Other :

* 13. Current occupation

isa :

* 14. Employer and employer’s address and telephone number. For students, name and address of educational
lestablishment.

O Refused
O Granted
oOLTV

O A

15. Member State of main destination

OB
o C
oD

16. Number of entries requested
0 Single entry o0 Two entries 0 Multiple entries

17. Duration of stay or transit

\Visa is requested for:
O stay , indicate number of days
O airport transit

Number of entries :
O 1 02 0 Multiple

*18. Previous visas (issued during the past three years)

19. Entry permit for the final country of destination (in the case of application for a transit or airport transit visa
Issued by: Valid until:

* The fields marked with * do not have to be filled in by family members of EU or EEA citizens (spouse, child or dependent

ascendant). Family members of EU or EEA citizens have to present documents to prove this relationship and fill in field
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20. Purpose of travel
Tourism Business Visit of family or friends  Cultural Sports Official visit ~ Medical reasons

Other (Please SPeCIfy): vttt ittt et ettt ettt eaeeeeneeeaneeannerannannns

* 21. Intended date of arrival * 22. Intended date of departure

* 23. Name of host in the Member States. If not applicable, give name of hotel or temporary address in the Member States

Address (and e-mail address) of host Telephone(and telefax)

24. Name and address (and of inviting company/organisation Telephone (and telefax) of
company/organisation

Name, address, Telephone (and telefax) (and e-mail address) of contact person in company/organisation:

** 25. Cost of travelling and living during the applicant’s stay is covered by the applicant himself/herself ?
Other sponsor ?
Means of support during stay

Cash Traveller's cheques Credit cards Accommodation Other:

* 26. If the cost of travelling and living during the applicant’s stay is covered by a host/a company/an organisation Means
of support during your stay

Cash Traveller's cheques Credit cards Accommodation Other:

Proof of invitation, sponsorship and accommodation submitted ?

27. Travel and/or health insurance. ? Not applicable
Name of insurance company No of policy:
\Valid until: .........

28. Personal data of the family member who is a EU or EEA citizen

Name First Name

Date of birth Nationality Number of passport

Family relationship with an EU or EEA citizen
? spouse

? child

? dependent ascendant

29. Applicant’s home address /and e-mail address Telephone number

30. Place and date 31. Signature (for minors, signature of custodian/guardian)

FORrR EMBASSY /
CONSULATE USE
ONLY

Statement to be signed in case a multiple entry visa is applied for (cf. field no 16)

Having presented the proof of being in possession of adequate travel medical insurance for my first stay/transit, I am
aware of the need to have an adequate travel medical insurance for subsequent visits to the territory of Member States.

Signature
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Statement to be signed by the applicant:

I am aware of and consent to the following: the taking of my photograph and, if applicable,
the of finger prints, are mandatory for the examination of the visa application. Any personal
data concerning me which appear on the visa application form, as well as my fingerprints and
my photograph will be supplied to the relevant authorities of the Member States and
processed by those authorities, for the purposes of a decision on my visa application.

Such data as well as the decision taken on my application or a decision whether to annul,
revoke or extend a visa issued will be input into, and stored in the VIS for a period of five
years, accessible to the authorities competent for carrying out checks on visas at external
borders and within the Member States, immigration and asylum authorities in the Member
States for the purposes to verify whether the conditions for the legal entry, stay and residence
on the territory of the Member States are fulfilled, to identify persons, who do not, or who no
longer fulfil these conditions, to examine an asylum application and to determine the
responsibility for such examination. Under certain conditions the data will be also available to
authorities responsible for the internal security of the Member States. The authority
responsible for processing the data is: [the Ministry of the Interior/of Foreign Affairs of the
MS concerned and contact details].

At my express request, the consular authority processing my application will inform me of the
manner in which I may exercise my right to check the personal data concerning me and have
them altered or deleted, in particular, should they be inaccurate, in accordance with the
national law of the state concerned.

Any I am aware that I have the right to obtain in any of the Member States communication of
the data related to me recorded in the VIS and of the Member State which transmitted it to it,
and to request that data relating to me which is inaccurate be corrected and that data recorded
unlawfully be deleted. At my express request, the consular authority processing my
application will inform me of the manner in which I may exercise my right to check the
personal data concerning me and have them corrected or deleted, including the related
remedies according to the national law of the State concerned. The national supervisory
authority of this Member State [contact details], which will assist and advise me to exercise
these rights

I declare that to the best of my knowledge all particulars supplied by me are correct and
complete. | am aware that any false statements will lead to my application being rejected or to
the annulment of a visa already granted and may also render me liable to prosecution under
the law of the Member State which deals with the application.

I undertake to leave the territory of the Member States upon the expiry of the visa, if granted.
I have been informed that possession of a visa is only one of the prerequisites for entry into
the European territory of the Member States. The mere fact that a visa has been granted to me
does not mean that I will be entitled to compensation if I fail to comply with the relevant
provisions of Article 5(1) of the Schengen Borders’ Code and am thus refused entry. The
prerequisites for entry will be checked again on entry into the European territory of the
Member States.
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ANNEX 1V: NON-EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

The supporting documents, referred to in Article 14, to be submitted by visa applicants
may include the following:

A. DOCUMENTATION RELATED TO THE PURPOSE OF THE JOURNEY
(1) for business trips:

(1) an invitation from a firm or an authority to attend meetings, conferences
or events connected with trade, industry or work;

(i) other documents which show the existence of trade relations or relations
for work purposes;

(ii1) entry tickets for fairs and congresses, if appropriate;
(iv) documents proving the business activities of the company;

(v) documents proving the applicants employment [status][situation] in the
company.

(2) for journeys undertaken for the purposes of study or other types of training:

(1) a certificate of enrolment at a teaching institute for the purposes of
attending vocational or theoretical courses in the framework of basic and
further training;

(i) student card or certificates for the courses attended to;
(3) for journeys undertaken for the purposes of tourism or for private reasons:
(1)  documents as regards lodging:
— an invitation from the host if staying with one;

— a document from the establishment providing lodging or any other
appropriate document indicating the accommodation envisaged;

(1)) documents as regards the itinerary:

— confirmation of the booking of an organised trip or any other
appropriate document indicating the envisaged travel plans;

(4) for journeys undertaken for political, scientific, cultural, sports or religious
events or other reasons:

invitations, entry tickets, enrolments or programmes stating wherever
possible the name of the host organisation and the length of stay or any
other appropriate document indicating the purpose of the visit.
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DOCUMENTATION ALLOWING FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF THE
APPLICANT'S INTENTION OF RETURN

1))
2)
3)
4)

5)

return or roundticket;

proof of financial means;

proof of employment: bank statements;
proof of real estate property;

proof of integration into the country of residence: family ties;
professional status.

DOCUMENTATION IN RELATION TO THE APPLICANTS FAMILY
SITUATION

)]
2)

parental consent (when minor does not travel with parents);

proof of family ties with the inviting person.
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ANNEX V: HARMONISED FORM FOR PROOF OF ACCOMMODATION AND/OR

[Member State]

BEARING OF COSTS

Proof of O0 accommodation* [ bearing of costs*

in accordance with Article 13(1) of the Visas Code
for the purpose of inviting a third-country national subject to the visa obligation

(This form is issued and processed by the competent authority free of charge)

I, the undersigned

Surname

Date of birth

Nationality

Identity card no.

Residence permit no.:

Date of issue

Address:

O Owner O Tenant
Occupation:

Address
Relationship to the invitee
Passport no.

Address
Relationship to the invitee
Passport no.

O at my abovementioned address.

Name
Place of birth

Passport no.

Place of issue

O declare being able to accommodate* :

1. Surname Name Nationality
Date of birth Place of birth

2. Surname Name Nationality
Date of birth Place of birth

Until .........

O at the following secondary address:
O declare being able to bear living costs and repatriation *

- for the person(s) mentioned under* 1.0 2.0
- during the period of stay indicated under 3.

* Please tick the appropriate box(es)
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Additional information:

O the person(s) mentioned * under 1. 0 under 2. O  subscribe(s) to their own travel
medical insurance for the duration of stay, as required by Article 12 (1)(b) of the Code on
Visas.

O 1 subscribe to health insurance on their behalf during the period of stay.

I am aware that the personal data contained in this form is stored and handled by the services
receiving this form, that it is stored in the Visa Information System (VIS) and made accessible
to the authorities of the other Member States and I have right to have them altered or deleted,
in particular, should they be inaccurate.

I am aware that [list of national provisions to be added buy the Member State concerned] :
- reference to penalties for giving false data;

- reference to penalties for facilitating irregular stay.

- the original the present statement, duly stamped by the competent authority, must be
presented in original within six months to the consular authorities competent for examining
the visa application of the person(s) invited

I declare, on my word of honour, that the information provided above is true

Read and approved Witnessed for certification of the signature
Of e
Date and signature of the invitee Date....... Stamp of the competent authority

Documents to be attached:

- copy the invitee's ID card or of the biodata-page of his/her passport;

- proof of residence (ex.: property title deeds, rental agreement, electricity/water/gas
bills;

- proof of income (salary slip, receipt of pension, official document stating the amount of
income);

- if applicable, health insurance policy for the invited person(s)

This section is for use by the competent authorities only

O Proof of accommodation O Proof of bearing of costs

The accommodation conditions The level of financial means of the
invitee

O have not been verified O has not been verified

O have been judged compatible with the intended [ has been judged sufficient in

invitation relation to the applicable reference
amounts ad the duration of stay of
the invited person(s)

Date: Place:

Stamp of the competent authority:
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ANNEX VI: UNIFORM FORMAT OF STAMP INDICATING THAT AN
APPLICATION FOR A VISA HAS BEEN LODGED

.2 visa L R/..”
XX/XX/XXXXS | o 29
Example :
C visa FR R/IT

22/04/2006 | Consulat de France

Djibouti

25
26
27

Code of the visa applied for.

Code of the Member State processing the application.

If applicable, code of the Member State represented by the Member State processing the visa
application.

Date of application (six digits: xx day, xx month, xxxx year)

Authority processing the visa application

28
29
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ANNEX VII: COMMON LIST OF THIRD COUNTRIES, LISTED IN REGULATION
(EC) No 539/2001, ANNEX I, WHOSE NATIONALS ARE REQUIRED TO BE IN
POSSESSION OF AN AIRPORT TRANSIT VISA WHEN PASSING THROUGH THE

INTERNATIONAL TRANSIT AREA OF AIRPORTS SITUATED IN THE
TERRITORY OF THE MEMBER STATES

AFGHANISTAN
BANGLADESH

CONGO (Democratic Republic)
ERITREA

ETHIOPIA

GHANA

IRAN

IRAQ

NIGERIA

PAKISTAN

SOMALIA

SRI LANKA
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ANNEX VIII: LIST OF THE RESIDENCE PERMITS ENTITLING THEIR
HOLDERS TO TRANSIT THROUGH THE AIRPORTS OF MEMBER STATES
WITHOUT REQUIRING AN AIRPORT TRANSIT VISA

ANDORRA:

Tarjeta provisional de estancia y de trabajo (provisional residence and work permit)
(white). These are issued to seasonal workers; the period of validity depends on the
duration of employment, but never exceeds 6 months. This permit is not renewable

Tarjeta de estancia y de trabajo (residence and work permit) (white). This permit is issued
for 6 months and may be renewed for another year

Tarjeta de estancia (residence permit) (white). This permit is issued for 6 months and may
be renewed for another year

Tarjeta temporal de residencia (temporary residence permit) (pink). This permit is issued
for 1 year and may be renewed twice, each time for another year

Tarjeta ordinaria de residencia (ordinary residence permit) (yellow). This permit is issued
for 3 years and may be renewed for another 3 years

Tarjeta privilegiada de residencia (special residence permit) (green). This permit is issued
for 5 years and is renewable, each time for another 5 years

Autorizacion de residencia (residence authorisation) (green). This permit is issued for
one year and is renewable, each time for another 3 years

Autorizacion temporal de residencia y de trabajo (temporary residence and work
authorisation) (pink). This permit is issued for 2 years and may be renewed for another
2 years

Autorizacion ordinaria de residencia y de trabajo (ordinary residence and work
authorisation) (yellow). This permit is issued for 5 years

Autorizacion privilegiada de residencia y de trabajo (special residence and work
authorisation) (green). This permit is issued for 10 years and is renewable, each time for
another 10 years

CANADA:

e Permanent resident card (plastic card)
JAPAN:

e Re-entry permit to Japan

MONACO:

e Carte de séjour de résident temporaire de Monaco (temporary resident's permit)
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e Carte de séjour de résident ordinaire de Monaco (ordinary resident's permit)
e Carte de séjour de résident privilégié (privileged resident's permit)

e Carte de séjour de conjoint de ressortissant monégasque (residence permit for the spouse
of'a Monegasque national)

SAN MARINO:

e Permesso di soggiorno ordinario (validita illimitata) [ordinary residence permit (no expiry
date)]

e Permesso di soggiorno continuativo speciale (validita illimitata) [special permanent
residence permit (no expiry date)]

e Carta d'identita de San Marino (validita illimitata) [San Marino identity card (no expiry
date)]

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

e Form [-551 permanent resident card (valid for 2 to 10 years)

e Form [-551 Alien registration receipt card (valid for 2 to 10 years)

e Form [-551 Alien registration receipt card (no expiry date)

e Form [-327 Re-entry document (valid for 2 years — issued to holders of a [-551)

e Resident alien card (valid for 2 or 10 years or no expiry date. This document guarantees
the holder's return only if his or her stay outside the USA has not exceeded one year.)

e Permit to re-enter (valid for 2 years. This document guarantees the holder's return only if
his or her stay outside the USA has not exceeded two years.)

e Valid temporary residence stamp in a valid passport (valid for one year from the date of
issue)
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ANNEX IX: STANDARD FORM FOR NOTIFYING AND MOTIVATING REFUSAL
OF A VISA

DIPLOMATIC MISSION OR
CONSULAR POST OF MEMBER STATE

30

REFUSAL OF VISA,
in accordance with Article 23 of the Community Code on visas
Dear Mr/Ms ;
The Embassy/Consulate-General/Consulate in

has [on behalf of (name of represented Member State)] examined your visa application
dated xx Month 200x. The visa has been refused.

The refusal of your visa is based on one or several of the following reasons (marked with a
tick) which prevent the issue of a visa:

[] a false/counterfeit/forged travel document was submitted
[] the purpose and conditions of your stay could not be ascertained
[] your intention of return to your country of origin could not be ascertained

[] proof of sufficient means of subsistence in relation to the period and form of stay,
or the means to return to the country of origin or transit, was not provided

[] you have already stayed for three months during a 6-month period on the
territory of the Member States

[] an alert has been issued for the purposes of refusing entry
[ Jinthe SISby .......ceevveenn.. (indication of Member State)
[ in the national register

[] one or more Member State(s) consider you to be a threat to public policy,
internal security, public health or the international relations of one or more of the
Member States of the European Union (each Member State must indicate the references to
national legislation relating to such cases of refusal of entry).

[] you did not provide sufficient proof of urgency justifying application for a visa at
the border

0 No logo is required for Norway, Iceland and Switzerland.
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Date and Stamp of diplomatic mission or consular post

Signature of person concerned

86

EN



ANNEX X: FILLING IN THE VISA STICKER

L. Common entries section

1.1. "VALID FOR" heading:

This heading indicates the territory in which the visa holder is entitled to travel.

This heading may be completed in one of the following ways only:
(a) Schengen States;

(b) Schengen State or Schengen States to whose territory the validity of the visa is
limited (in this case the following abbreviations are used):

A = Austria
BNL = Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg
CY=Cyprus
CZE=the Czech Republic
D = Germany
DK= Denmark
E = Spain
EST=Estonia
F= France

FIN = Finland
GR = Greece
H= Hungary

I =TItaly

L T= Lithuania
LVA=Lativa
M=Malta

P= Portugal
PL=Poland

P = Portugal,

S = Sweden
SK=Slovakia
SVN=Slovenia
IS = Iceland

N = Norway

(c) Member State (using the abbreviations in (b)) which issued the national long-
stay visa

1.2.  When the sticker is used to issue the uniform short-stay or transit visa the heading
"valid for" is filled in using the words "Schengen States", in the language of the Member State
which issued the visa.

1.3.  When the sticker is used to issue visas which restrict entry, stay and exit to
the territory of one Member State, this heading shall be filled in with the name of the Member
State to which the visa holder's entry, stay and exit are limited, in the language of that
Member State.
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1.4. When the sticker is used to issue visas with limited territorial validity pursuant to
Article 21(1)(c) of this Regulation, the following options for the codes to be entered may be
used:

(a) entry of the codes for the Member States concerned;

(b) entry of the words "Schengen States", followed in brackets by the minus sign
and the codes of the Member States for hose territory the visa is not valid.

2. "FROM ... TO" heading:

This heading indicates the period of the holder's stay as authorised by the visa.

The date from which the visa holder may enter the territory for which the visa is valid is
written as below, following the word "FROM":

— the day is written using two digits, the first of which is a zero if the day in question is a
single digit.

— horizontal dash.

— the month is written using two digits, the first of which is a zero if the month in question is
a single digit.

— horizontal dash.
— the year is written using two digits, which correspond with the last two digits of the year.
— For example: 05-12-07 = 5 December 2007.

The date of the last day of the period of the visa holder's authorised stay is entered after the
word "TO". The visa holder must have left the territory for which the visa is valid by
midnight on this date

This date is written in the same way as the first date above.

3.  "NUMBER OF ENTRIES" heading:

This heading shows the number of times the visa holder may enter the territory for which the
visa is valid, i.e. it refers to the number of periods of stay which may be spread over the entire
period of validity, see 4.

The number of entries may be one, two or more. This number is written to the right hand-side
of the pre-printed part, using "01", "02" or the abbreviation "MULT", where the visa
authorises more than two entries.

For a transit visa, only one or two entries may be authorised ("01" or "02" is entered).
Multiple entries shall be indicated as "MULT".

The visa is no longer valid when the total number of exits made by the holder equals the

number of authorised entries, even if the holder has not used up the number of days authorised
by the visa.
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4. "DURATION OF VISIT ... DAYS" heading

This heading indicates the number of days during which the holder may stay in the territory
for which the visa is valid. This stay may be continuous or, depending on the number of days
authorised, spread over several periods between the dates mentioned under 2, bearing in mind
the number of entries authorised under 3.

The number of days authorised is written in the blank space between "DURATION OF
VISIT" and "DAYS", in the form of two digits, the first of which is a zero if the number of
days is less than 10.

The maximum number of days that can be entered under this heading is 90 in any half-year.

When a visa valid for more than six months is issued, the mention of 90 days means 90 days
within every 6 months.

5. "ISSUED IN ... ON ..." heading

This heading gives the name of the town in which the diplomatic mission or consular post
which is issuing the visa is situated. The date of issue is indicated after "ON".

The date of issue is written in the same way as the date referred to in 2.

6. "PASSPORT NUMBER" heading:

This heading indicates the number of the travel document to which the visa sticker is affixed.

In case the person to which the visa is issued is included in the passport of spouse, mother or
father, the number of the travel document of that person shall be indicated.

When the applicants' travel document is not recognised by the visa-issuing Member State, the
uniform format for the separate sheet for affixing visas shall be used for affixing the visa.

The number to be entered under this heading, in the case of the visa sticker is affixed to the
separate sheet, is not the passport number but the same typographical number as appears on
the form, made up of six digits.

7. "TYPE OF VISA" heading:

In order to facilitate matters for the control authorities, this heading shall specify the type of
visa using the letters A, B, C and D as follows:

A: airport transit visa

B: transit visa

LTV B: transit visa with limited territorial validity

C: short-stay visa

LTV C: short-stay visa with limited territorial validity
D: long-stay national visa
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8. "SURNAME AND FIRST NAME" heading:

The first word in the "surname" box followed by the first word in the "first name" box of the
visa holder's travel document shall be written in that order. The diplomatic mission or
consular post shall verify that the name and first name which appear in the travel document
and which are to be entered under this heading and in the section to be electronically scanned
are the same as those appearing in the visa application.

9. Mandatory entries to be added in the "COMMENTS" section
a)  Code indicating "No Insurance Required"

In case the holder of the visa has been exempted from the requirement of being in
possession of a travel medical insurance, as set out in Article 15, the code "N-INS"
shall be entered in this section.

b)  Code indicating that proof of accommodation and/or bearing of costs by the
invitee has been submitted

In case the applicant has submitted

— proof of accommodation, when applying for a visa, the code "Annex IV-H", shall
be added

— proof of bearing of costs, when applying for a visa, the code "Annex IV-G", shall
be added

When proof of both has been submitted, the code "Annex IV-H+G" shall be added.

I1. National entries in "COMMENTS" section

This section shall also contain the comments in the language of the visa-issuing Member State
relating to national provisions. However, such comments may not duplicate the mandatory
comments referred to in part I of this Annex.

I11. Section for the photograph

The visa-holder's photograph, in colour, shall be integrated in the space reserved for that
purpose. The following rules shall be observed with respect to the photograph to be integrated
into the visa sticker.

The size of the head from chin to crown shall be between 70% and 80% of the vertical
dimension of the surface of the photograph.

The minimum resolution requirements shall be:

— 300 pixels per inch (ppi), uncompressed, for scanning,
— 720 dots per inch (dpi) for colour printing of photos.

IV. Machine-readable zone

This section is made up of two lines of 36 characters (OCR B-10 cpi).
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ANNEX XI: UNIFORM FORMAT FOR THE STAMP FOR EXTENDING THE
DURATION OF STAY AUTHORISED BY A VISA

VISA n°

7.3.06>! 15.3.06%
3033 3534
Auslinderamt™ 20.2.06°°

31
32
33
34
35
36

Date of expiration of the period of validity.
Length of initial authorised period of stay.

New date of expiration of the period of validity.
New length of authorised stay.

Authority taking the decision on the extension.
Date of the decision of the extension.
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ANNEX X1l Part 1: OPERATIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR ISSUING VISAS AT
THE BORDER TO SEAMEN IN TRANSIT WHO ARE SUBJECT TO VISA
REQUIREMENTS

The objective of these operational instructions is to provide rules for the exchange of
information between the competent authorities of the Member States applying the Community
acquis with respect to seamen in transit subject to visa requirements. Insofar as a visa is
issued at the border on the basis of the information that has been exchanged, the responsibility
lies with the Member State issuing the visa.

For the purposes of these operational instructions:
"Member State port": means a port constituting an external border of a Member State

"Member State airport": means an airport constituting an external border of a Member State;
and

L. Signing on a vessel berthed or expected at a Member State port

(a) entry into the Member States' territory via an airport situated in another
Member State

— the shipping company or its agent shall inform the competent authorities at the
Member State port where the ship is berthed or expected that seamen subject to
visa requirements are due to enter via a Member State airport. The shipping
company or its agent shall sign a guarantee in respect of those seamen;

— the said competent authorities shall verify as soon as possible whether the
information provided by the shipping company or its agent is correct and examine
whether the other conditions for entry into the Member State territory have been
satisfied. The travel route within the Member States' territory shall also be verified
e.g. by reference to the airline tickets;

— the competent authorities at the Member State port shall inform the competent
authorities at the Member State airport of entry, by means of a duly completed
form for seamen in transit who are subject to visa requirements (as set out in
Annex XIII, Part 2), sent by fax, electronic mail or other means, of the results of
the verification and indicate whether a visa can in principle be issued at the
border;

— where the verification of the available data is positive and the outcome clearly
concurs with the seaman's declaration or documents, the competent authorities at
the Member State airport of entry or exit can issue a transit visa at the border with
a maximum validity of five days. Furthermore, in such cases the seaman's travel
document referred to above shall be stamped with a Member State entry or exit
stamp and given to the seaman concerned.

(b) entry into the Member States' territory via a land or sea border situated in
another Member State
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— the procedure is the same as that for entry via a Member State airport except that
the competent authorities at the border post via which the seaman concerned
enters the Member State territory shall be informed.

II. Leaving service from a vessel that has entered a Member State port

(a) exit from the Member States' territory via an airport situated in another
Member State

— the shipping company or its agent shall inform the competent authorities at the
said Member State port of the entry of seamen subject to visa requirements who
are due to leave their service and exit from the Member States' territory via a
Member State airport. The shipping company or its agent shall sign a guarantee in
respect of those seamen;

— the competent authorities shall verify as soon as possible whether the information
provided by the shipping company or its agent is correct and examine whether the
other conditions for entry into the Member States' territory have been satisfied.
The travel route within the Member States' territory shall also be verified e.g. by
reference to the airline tickets;

— where the verification of the available data is positive, the competent authorities
may issue a transit visa with a maximum validity of five days.

(b) exit from the Member States' territory via a land or sea border situated in
another Member State

— the procedure is the same as that for exit via a Member State airport.

II.  Transferring from a vessel that entered a Member State port to a vessel that will sail
from a port situated in another Member State

— the shipping company or its agent shall inform the competent authorities at the said
Member State port of the entry of seamen subject to visa requirements who are due to
leave their service and exit from the Member States' territory via another Member State
port. The shipping company or its agent shall sign a guarantee in respect of those seamen;

— the competent authorities shall verify as soon as possible whether the information provided
by the shipping company or its agent is correct and examine whether the other conditions
for entry into the Member States' territory have been satisfied. The competent authorities at
the Member State port from which the seamen will leave the Member States' territory by
ship shall be contacted for the examination. A check shall be carried out to establish
whether the ship they are joining is berthed or expected there. The travel route within the
Member States' territory shall also be verified;

— where the verification of the available data is positive, the competent authorities may issue
a transit visa with a maximum validity of five days.
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ANNEX XII: Part 2

FORM
FOR SEAMEN IN TRANSIT WHO ARE SUBJECT TO VISA REQUIREMENTS

FOR OFFICIAL USE:

ISSUER: RECIPIENT:
AUTHORITY

(STAMP)

SURNAME/CODE OF OFFICIAL:

DATA ON SEAMAN:
SURNAME(S): 1A FORENAME(S): 1B
NATIONALITY: 1C RANK/GRADE: 1D
PLACE OF BIRTH: 2A DATE OF BIRTH: 2B
PASSPORT NUMBER: 3A SEAMAN'S BOOK NUMBER: 4A
DATE OF ISSUE: 3B DATE OF ISSUE: 4B
PERIOD OF VALIDITY: 3C PERIOD OF VALIDITY: 4C
DATA ON VESSEL AND SHIPPING
AGENT:
NAME OF SHIPPING AGENT: 5
NAME OF VESSEL: 6A FLAG: 6B
DATE OF ARRIVAL: 7A ORIGIN OF VESSEL: 7B
DATE OF DEPARTURE: 8A DESTINATION OF VESSEL.: 8B
DATA ON MOVEMENT OF SEAMAN:
FINAL DESTINATION OF SEAMAN: 9
REASONS FOR
APPLICATION: TRANSFER[] LEAVING SERVICE[J 10
SIGNING ONT]
MEANS OF CAR 11 TRAIN AEROPLANE ] 11
TRANSPORT
DATE OF: ARRIVAL: TRANSIT: DEPARTURE: 12
CAR* [ TRAIN* []
REGISTRATION N°: JOURNEY ROUTE:
FLIGHT DATE: TIME: FLIGHT NUMBER:
INFORMATION:
Formal declaration signed by the shipping agent or the ship-owner confirming his responsibility for the stay and, if 13
necessary, for the repatriation costs of the seaman.

* = to be completed only if data available
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF FORM

The first four points deal with the identity of the seaman.

(1) Surname(s)’’
Forename(s)
Nationality

Rank/Grade

Place of birth
Date of birth

2)

wr UOw»

3) Passport number
Date of issue

Period of validity

0w >

Seaman's book number
Date of issue
Period of validity

(4)

0w >

Points 3 and 4 have been shown separately for clarity since, depending on the nationality of
the seaman and the Member State being entered, a passport or a seaman's book can be used
for identification purposes.

The next four points deal with the shipping agent and the vessel concerned.

(5) Name of shipping agent (the individual or corporation who represents the ship-owner
on the spot in all matters relating to the ship-owner's duties in fitting out the vessel).

(6) A. Name of vessel
B. Flag (under which the merchant vessel is sailing)
(7) A. Date of arrival of vessel
B. Origin (port) of vessel
Letter "A" refers to the vessel's date of arrival in the port where the seaman is to sign

on.
(8) A. Date of departure of vessel
B. Destination of vessel (next port)

Points 7A and 8A give indications regarding the length of time for which the seaman may
travel in order to sign on. It should be remembered that the route followed is very much
subject to unexpected interferences and external factors such as storms, breakdowns, etc.

The next four points clarify the reason for the seaman's journey and his destination.

9) The "final destination" is the end of the seaman's journey. This may be either the port
at which he is to sign on or the country to which he is heading if he is leaving
service.

(10) Reasons for application

37 Please give the surname(s) that appear in the passport.
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(a) In the case of signing on, the final destination is the port at which the seaman is
to sign on.

(b) In the case of transfer to another vessel within the Member States' territory, it is
also the port at which the seaman is to sign on. Transfer to a vessel situated
outside the Member States' territory must be regarded as leaving service.

(¢) In the case of leaving service, this can occur for various reasons, such as end of
contract, accident at work, urgent family reasons, etc.

(11) Means of transport

List of means used within the Member States' territory by the seaman in transit who is subject
to a visa requirement to reach his final destination. On the form, the following three
possibilities are envisaged:

(a) Car (or coach)
(b) Train
(c) Aeroplane
(12) Date of arrival (on the Member States' territory)

Applies primarily to a seaman at the first Member State airport or border-crossing point (since
it may not always be an airport) at the external border via which he wishes to enter the
Member States' territory.

Date of transit

This is the date on which the seaman signs off at a port in the Member States' territory and
heads towards another port also situated in the Member States' territory.

Date of departure

This is the date on which the seaman signs off at a port in the Member States' territory to
transfer to another vessel at a port situated outside the Member States' territory or the date on
which the seaman signs off at a port in the Member States' territory to return to his home
(outside the Member States' territory).

After determining the three means of travel, available information should also be provided
concerning those means:

(a) car, coach: registration
(b) train: name, number, etc.
(c) flight data: date, time, number

(13) Formal declaration signed by the shipping agent or the ship- owner confirming his
responsibility for the stay and, if necessary, for the repatriation costs of the seaman

If the seamen are travelling in a group, each one has to fill in the data for points 1A to 4C.
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ANNEX XI11: SPECIFIC PROCEDURES AND CONDITIONS FACILITATING THE

ISSUANCE OF VISAS TO MEMBER OF THE OLYMPIC FAMILY

PARTICIPATING IN THE OLYMPIC GAMES AND PARLYMPIC GAMES

Chapter I
PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS
Article 1

Purpose

The following specific procedures and conditions facilitating the application for visas and
issuing of uniform short-stay visas to members of the Olympic family for the duration of
the[year] Olympic and Paralympic Games.

In addition, the relevant provisions of the Community acquis concerning procedures for
applying for and issuing the uniform visa apply.

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Regulation:

1)

2)

3)

"Responsible organisations" relating to measures envisaged to facilitate the
procedures for applying for and issuing visas for members of the Olympic family
taking part in the [year] Olympic and/or Paralympic Games means the official
organisations, in terms of the Olympic Charter, which are entitled to submit lists of
members of the Olympic family to the Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic
and Paralympic r Games with a view to the issue of accreditation cards for the
Games;

"Member of the Olympic family" means any person who is a member of the
International Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic Committee,
International Federations, the National Olympic and Paralympic Committees, the
Organising Committees of the Olympic Games and the national associations, such as
athletes, judges/referees, coaches and other sports technicians, medical personnel
attached to teams or individual sportsmen/women and media-accredited journalists,
senior executives, donors, sponsors or other official invitees, who agree to be guided
by the Olympic Charter, act under the control and supreme authority of the
International Olympic Committee, are included on the lists of the responsible
organisations and are accredited by the Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic
and Paralympic Games as participants in the [year] Olympics and/or Paralympic
Games;

"Olympic accreditation cards" issued by the Organising Committee of the [year]
Olympic and Paralympic Games, in accordance with [reference to national
legislation] means one of two secure documents, one for the Olympic Games and
one for the Paralympic Games, each bearing a photograph of its holder, establishing
the identity of the member of the Olympic family and authorising access to the
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4)

5)

6)

facilities at which competitions are held and to other events scheduled throughout the
duration of the Games;

"Duration of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games" means the period from ....
To ..... for the [year] Winter Olympic Games and the period from ..... to ..... for the
[year] Paralympic Games;

"Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic and Paralympic r Games" means the
Committee set up on [reference to national provisions] to organise the [year]
Olympic and Paralympic Games in.... , which decides on accreditation of members
of the Olympic family taking part in those Games;

"Services responsible for issuing visas" means the services designated in [the
Member State hosting the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games] to examine
applications and issue visas to members of the Olympic family.

Chapter 11
ISSUE OF VISAS
Article 3

Conditions

A visa may be issued pursuant to this Regulation only where the person concerned:

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

has been designated by one of the responsible organisations and accredited by the
Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic and Paralympic Games as a participant
in the [year] Olympic and/or Paralympic Games;

holds a valid travel document authorising the crossing of the external borders, as
referred to in Article 5 of the Schengen Borders Code’®;

is not a person for whom an alert has been issued for the purposes of refusing entry;

is not considered to be a threat to public policy, national security or the international
relations of any of the Member States.

Article 4

Filing of the application

Where a responsible organisation draws up a list of the persons selected to take part
in the [year] Olympic and/or Paralympic Games, it may, together with the
application for an Olympic accreditation card for the persons selected, file a
collective application for visas for those persons selected who are required to be in
possession of a visa in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 539/2001, except where
those persons hold a residence permit issued by a Member State, or a residence

38

OJ L 105, 13.4.2006.
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permit, issued by United Kingdom or Ireland, in accordance with Directive
2004/38/EC.

Collective applications for visas for the persons concerned shall be forwarded at the
same time as applications for the issue of an Olympic accreditation card to the
Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic and Paralympic Games in accordance
with the procedure established by it.

A single visa application per person shall be filed for persons taking part in the [year]
Olympic and/or Paralympic Games.

The Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic and Paralympic Games shall
forward to the services responsible for issuing visas, collective applications for visas
as quickly as possible, together with copies of applications for the issue of an
Olympic accreditation card for the persons concerned, bearing their full name,
nationality, sex and date and place of birth and the number, type and expiry date of
their passport.

Article 5
Examination of the collective application for visas and type of the visa issued

The visa shall be issued by the services responsible for issuing visas following an
examination designed to ensure that the conditions set out in Article 3 are met.

The visa issued shall be a uniform short-stay, multiple entry visa authorising a stay of
not more than 3 months for the duration of the [year] Olympics and/or Paralympic
Games.

Where the member of the Olympic family concerned does not meet the conditions set
out in point (c) or (d) of Article 3, the services responsible for issuing visas may
issue a visa with limited territorial validity in accordance with Article of the Code on
Visas.

Article 6
Form of the visa

The visa shall take the form of two numbers entered on the Olympic accreditation
card. The first number shall be the visa number. In the case of a uniform visa, that
number shall be made up of seven (7) characters comprising six (6) digits preceded
by the letter "C". In the case of a visa with limited territorial validity, that number
shall be made up of eight (8) characters comprising six (6) digits preceded by the
letters "IT". The second number shall be the number of the passport of the person
concerned.

The services responsible for issuing visas shall forward the visa numbers to the
Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic and Paralympic Games for the
purposes of issuing accreditation cards.
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Article 7
Waiver of fees

The processing of visa applications and the issue of visas shall not give rise to any fees being
charged by the services responsible for issuing visas.

Chapter 111
GENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 8
Cancellation of a visa

Where the list of persons put forward as participants in the [year] Olympic and/or Paralympic
Games is amended before the Games begin, the responsible organisations shall inform
without any delay the Organising Committee of the [year] Olympic and Paralympic Games
thereof so that the accreditation cards of the persons removed from the list may be revoked.
The Organising Committee shall notify the services responsible for issuing visas thereof and
shall inform them of the numbers of the visas in question.

The services responsible for issuing visas shall cancel the visas of the persons concerned.
They shall immediately inform the authorities responsible for border checks thereof, and the
latter shall without delay forward that information to the competent authorities of the other
Member States.

Article 9
External border checks

1. The entry checks carried out on members of the Olympic family who have been
issued visas in accordance with this Regulation shall, when such members cross the
external borders of the Member States, be limited to checking compliance with the
conditions set out in Article 3.

2. For the duration of the Olympic and/or Paralympic Games:

(a) entry and exit stamps shall be affixed to the first free page of the passport of
those members of the Olympic family for whom it is necessary to affix such
stamps in accordance with Article 10(1) of the Schengen Borders Code . Upon
first entry, the visa number shall be indicated on that same page;

(b) the conditions for entry provided in Article 5(1)(c) of the Schengen Borders
Code shall be presumed to be fulfilled once a member of the Olympic family
has been duly accredited.

3. Paragraph 2 shall apply to members of the Olympic family who are third-country
nationals, whether or not they are subject to the visa requirement under Regulation
(EC) No 539/2001.
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ANNEX XI1V: CORRELATION TABLE

Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction (CCI)
or of the Schengen Executive Committee
(SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Title |

General provisions

Article 1

Objective and scope

CCI, I.1. Scope (CSA Articles 9 and 10)

Article 2 Definitions

CCI: 1. 2. Definitions and types of visas
(p.10)

(1)-(4)
CCI: Part IV “Legal basis”
CSA: Articles 11(2), 14(1), 15, 16
Article 2(5) Joint Action 96/197/JHA (L 63/1996), CCI

Airport transit visa

2.1.1

Article 2(6), (7) and (8)
Recognised travel document
Visa sticker

Separate sheet for affixing a visa

Regulation 333/2002, Article 1 (1)

Title 11

Receipt and processing of the visa application

Chapter I

Authorities taking part in the processing of visa applications

Article 3

Authorities competent for processing visa
applications

CCI, 11 1.1(a) (b) & II. 4. Annex 6=deleted

CSA, Art. 12(1)(2)

Article 4

Territorial competence

CCLIL 1.1&3
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Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction (CCI)
or of the Schengen Executive Committee
(SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Article 5

Criteria for determining the Member State
responsible  for  processing the visa
application

CCI, 11 1.1(a) (b) & II. 4. Annex 6=deleted

CSA, Art. 12(1)(2)

Article 6(1)

Competence in relation to issuance of visas to
3 country nationals legally present within a
Member State’s territory

Article 6(2) Council Decision of 30 November 1994 on a
joint action adopted by the Council on the
basis of Article K.3(2)(b) of the Treaty on
European Union concerning travel facilities
for school pupils from third countries resident
in a Member State

Article 7 CCL 1, 1.2

Agreements on representation

Articles 8 CCL 11, 2.1

Prior consultation of the Member State’s own
central authorities

Article 9

Prior consultation of the central authorities of
other Member States

CCL 11, 2.3 & V, 2.3(a)-(d)

Chapter 11

The application

Article 10

Submission of an application

Article 11

Capturing of biometric data
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Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction (CCI)
or of the Schengen Executive Committee
(SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Article 12

Admissibility of an application

Article 13

The application form

CCL III.1

Article 14

Supporting documents

CCLIII.2and V. 1.4

Article 15

Travel medical insurance

CCLV, 14

Article 16 CCI V11, 4. and Annex 12
The handling fee
Article 17 Part VIII, 2
Stamp indicating that an application has been
lodged
Chapter 111

Examination and processing of visa applications

Article 18

Examination of the application

CCIL, III .4, V.1, CSA 13(2)

Article 19

Inadmissibility

Article 20

Decision on the visa application

CCIL V. 2.1 (2 indent), 2.2, CCI

Article 21

Visas with limited territorial validity

CCL V, 3 & Annex 14, CSA 11(2), 14(1) &
16
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Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction (CCI)
or of the Schengen Executive Committee
(SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Article 22 CCL I, 2.1.1 — Joint Action 96/197/JHA (L
63/1996)

Airport Transit Visa

Article 23 CCL 24,

Refusal to issue a visa

Article 24 (& Annex X) CCI, VI; 1-2-3-4

Filling in the visa sticker

Article 25 CCL VI, 5.2

Invalidating completed stickers

Article 26 CCIL VL, 5.3

Affixing visa stickers

Article 27 Uniform format for separate sheet
for affixing visa

Regulation (EC) No 333/2002

Chapter IV

Modifying the period of validity of an issued visa

Article 28

Extension of visas

Com-ex (93) 21

Article 29

Annulment of a visa

Article 30

Revocation of a visa

Article 31

Shortening of the length of duration of stay
authorised by a visa

Com-ex (93) 24 and Annex 14 to the CCI
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Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction
(CCl) or of the Schengen Executive
Committee (SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Chapter V

Visas issued at the external borders

Article 32

Visas issued at the external border

Article 33

Visas issued to seafarers in transit at the
external border

Regulation (EC) No 415/2003

Title 111

Administrative management and organisation

Article 34

Organisation of visa sections

CCI, VII, 1-2-3

Article 35

Resources for processing visa applications
and monitoring of diplomatic missions and
consular posts

Article 36

Conduct of processing

Article 37

Forms of cooperation in relation to the
reception of visa applications

Article 38

Cooperation with commercial intermediaries

CCI, VIII, 5.2

Article 39

Information to the general public
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Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction (CCI)
or of the Schengen Executive Committee
(SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Title IV

Local consular cooperation

Article 40

Member States’ diplomatic missions and
consular posts’ local consular cooperation

CCI, VIIL, 1-3-4

Title V

Final provisions

Article 41

Exceptional arrangements

Articles 42

Regulation (EC) No 789/2001

Article 43

Articles 44 and 45 Committee

Regulation (EC) No 789/2001, Article 1

Regulation (EC) No 333/2002, Article 6

Article 46 Notification

Regulation (EC) No 789/2001, Article 2

Article 46(1)(f)

SCH Com-ex (94) 25 and (98) 12

Article 47 Amendment of the VIS Regulation

Article 48 Repeals

Article 49 Entry into force

ANNEXES

Annex I

Prior consultation of own central authorities

CCI Annex 5 A and C

Annex II

Prior consultation or information of central
authorities of central authorities of other MS

CCI Annex 5B
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Provision of this Regulation

Provision of the Schengen Convention
(CSA), Common Consular Instruction (CCI)
or of the Schengen Executive Committee
(SCH/Com-ex) replaced

Annex II1

Harmonised application form

CCI, Annex 16

Annex IV

Non-exhaustive list of supporting documents

Partially CCI, V, 1.4

Annex V

Harmonised form for proof of sponsorship

CCI, Annex 15

Com-ex (98) 57

Annex VI

Uniform format of stamp indicating that an
application has been lodged

CCI, VIII, 2

Annex VII common list of third countries,
whose nationals are required to be in
possession of an airport transit visa

CCI, Annex 3, Part I

Annex VIII : list of the residence permits
entitling their holders to transit through the
airports of member states without requiring
an airport transit visa

CCI, Annex 3, Part 111

Annex IX

Harmonised form for motivation of refusal

Annex X

Filling in the visa sticker

CClI, Part VI, Section 1-4

Annex XI

Uniform format for the stamp for extending
the duration of the stay

Partially Com-ex (93) 21

Annex XII

Part 1: Operational instructions for issuing
visas at the border to seamen in transit

Part 2: form to be filled in for seamen in
transit

Regulation (EC) No 415/2003, Annex I and II
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