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Young people need to be able to have hope, to dream 
and to trust that they have a future ahead of them: 
they deserve opportunities and a foundation from 
which to build their lives, feeling safe, valued and 
supported. Building those lives in a time where wars 
have returned to Europe, polarisation divides, and 
crises follow each other time and time again, it is 
hard to hope for peace and a better future.

In order to build a future where young people of 
today can thrive and live in peaceful societies, they 
need to be given a voice in the decisions made today 
and the tools to do so. Socially, environmentally & 
economically sustainable peace is built inclusively 
with a broad spectrum of voices and people from all 
kinds of backgrounds - and young people are one 
of those groups. Even if we are able to tackle and 
end the crises and wars of today, the peace built is 
not long-lasting and sustainable without taking into 
account the youth of today and looking ahead to 
the time when they will take over from the current 
decision-makers. There is no sustainable peace 
without youth.

Young people need to be included and given 
a seat and a voice in peacebuilding processes and 
peacebuilding needs to be seen as more than just 
negotiations and mediation between states - peace 
starts from our streets, schools and homes. Young 
people need to feel safe in their neighbourhoods 
and they need to be able to trust in authorities and 
institutions. If we just look at our borders when 
talking about and building peaceful societies, we are 
forgetting where peace stems from: from resilience, 
trust, and hope.

To reach this goal, the Youth, Peace and Security 
agenda of the UN Security Council Resolution 
2250 needs to be highlighted all over Europe: 
the Youth, Peace and Security agenda recognises 
and strengthens the role of young people in 
peacebuilding, conflict prevention and post-con-
flict reconstruction. It emphasises that youth are 
not only vulnerable in conflict situations, but also 
active agents of change with a unique potential 
to contribute to sustainable peace and security. 
To implement the agenda, National Action Plans 
are needed: national strategies and implemen-
tation frameworks that translate the principles 
of the Security Council resolution into concrete 
measures at the national level. They ensure that 
youth participation in peace and security processes 

is systematic rather than incidental. Accountability 
for governments to act is needed.

That accountability and commitment is also needed 
not just on the national level, but on the European 
level as well - we need a structural foundation for 
long-term engagement, committing the EU to action, 
and open meaningful spaces for youth organisa-
tions and civil society to contribute to discussions 
regarding peace and security - discussions about 
their future. A European Regional Action Plan for 
Youth, Peace and Security would do just that: allow 
young people to take part in meaningful discussions 
regarding their future and peace. In the creation of 
the Regional Action Plan young voices from not 
only the EU member states should be heard but 
from the candidate countries as well as they are 
a part of the future the Action Plan is helping to 
build. Especially the voices of Ukrainian youth are 
essential: their voices, experiences, and hopes 
must be recognised not only because they are 
the ones paying the highest price in times of war, 
but also because their vision of a peaceful future 
is essential for rebuilding societies and preventing 
future conflicts.

In order to make sure young people can take part in 
decision-making and peacebuilding processes, they 
also need to be given tools to do so from a young age: 
young people need to be taught media literacy and 
civic education more and more as the world evolves. 
They need to be taught from a young age that they 
have agency and possibilities to change the world 
around them: every child and young person should 
know about youth organisations, the importance of 
civil society, and how to get involved and participate 
in society.

Tools are also needed, not only to participate but to 
weather through storms like the ones raging on in 
today’s world and make it to tomorrow in order to 
build the future and peace young people depend on. 
There will be no peace left to be built or democracies 
to depend on if we don’t address the worries and 
hardships of today. Societies, and especially young 
people living in them, need to be given tools to 
strengthen their capabilities to find light even during 
the hardest of times. Europe needs hope and resil-
ience: Europe needs a “Year of Resilience”.

A thematic initiative like a “Year of Resilience” 
would help people, especially youth, from diverse 
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backgrounds build up communities and become 
stronger in times of uncertainty. The year should 
consist of a comprehensive way of looking at secu-
rity and peace so that it is socially, environmentally 
and economically sustainable and the tools people 
need to build and uphold it. Young people and youth 
organisations are an essential part of all of it and 
thus should be at the centre of such a year.

In addition, young people should not only be given 
tools to change the world but also protection as they 
do so. Civil society, youth organisations and young 
activists and advocates are under attack every day, 
all over Europe. Terrifying examples have been seen 
and precedents set, for example in Serbia, Belarus 
and Turkey where young people have to fear for 
their own and loved ones’ lives as they speak up for 
human rights, democracy and peace: one of them 
is Enes Hocaoğulları, the Turkish Youth Delegate to 
the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in 
the Council of Europe, who was detained in October 
2025 by Turkish authorities for his words on the floor 
of the Congress.

At this very moment, young people in Ukraine are also 
showing extraordinary courage by defending their 
country on the frontline. They are risking their lives 
not only for their homeland but also for the values of 
peace, freedom, and democracy that unite Europe. 
A good example can also be found in Cyprus, where 
several organisations — including the Cyprus Youth 
Council, the Association for Historical Dialogue and 
Research (AHDR), and United Sports Cyprus — are 
key proponents of initiatives that promote empathy, 
peacebuilding, and reconciliation between Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. These efforts are 
implemented through a range of bicommunal activ-
ities such as peacebuilding workshops, peace-ed-
ucational programmes, networking and dialogue 
events, and cultural awareness initiatives, as well 
as through the establishment of civic spaces in 
the buffer zone, such as the Home for Cooperation. 
Their resilience is a powerful reminder that youth 
are not only participants in peacebuilding once 
conflicts end, but are already actively shaping 
the conditions for peace through their sacrifices and 
determination today.

There is no future without young people: without 
participation, without young activists and advocates, 
we have nothing. In times of crisis, we need to come 
together and remember to listen to the people, 

communities, and minorities around us. In order 
to build a continent and world where we can all 
prosper and live in equal and peaceful societies, we 
have to ensure that every one of us is on board: from 
the youngest of us to the oldest and from one corner 
of Europe to the other.

The European Youth Forum calls for:

•	 The creation of National Action Plans in all 
European states and a common European 
Regional Action Plan by the EU for the UN Security 
Council Resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace and 
Security to strengthen youth participation and 
security and thus build lasting, sustainable peace;

•	 Stronger commitments and concrete measures 
from international organisations, institutions and 
national governments to ensure the protection 
of young people doing activism and advocacy, 
especially within their own organisations;

•	 Implement and strengthen civic education in 
schools to enhance youth engagement, critical 
thinking, and societal resilience against misinfor-
mation, in particular by investing in strengthening 
digital literacy and media resilience programmes, 
especially directed towards young people, to 
counter the daily spread of disinformation and 
fake news across social media platforms in order 
to counter external threats, thus creating a strong 
foundation of civic-minded young people able to 
fully engage in their communities;

•	 Calls for a European “Year of Resilience” to high-
light the importance of societal and civic prepar-
edness and peacebuilding. This initiative should 
be supported by dedicated funding streams for 
resilience-building programmes across Europe, 
including youth-led initiatives, civic education, 
and cross-border cooperation.
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