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Across  Europe,  younger  generations  are  facing
unprecedented  economic,  social  and  environ‐

mental insecurity. This uncertainty is felt across all
age  groups,  with  voters  from  all  generations
increasingly  turning to  the  far  right  for  answers.
Recent polls and election results show that young
people,  like  the  broader  electorate,  are  being
influenced  by  these  anti-democratic forces  that
prey on feelings of dissatisfaction.

This shift is often a reaction to systemic insecurity.
This includes the prevalence of  poverty,  precari‐
ous work, a home affordability crisis, and a mental
health crisis. Many young people feel abandoned
by democratic institutions.  Addressing this  polit‐
ical exclusion and the undermining of youth rights
is  essential  to  countering  the  anti-democratic
forces that prey on such dissatisfaction.

Since 2020, on average, far-right parties in Europe
have  received  24 percent  of  votes  in  legislative
elections  and  won  23  percent  of parliamentary
seats1.  In  the  2024 European  elections,  support
for  these forces  increased  in  22  of  the  27  EU
countries.2

It makes sense for people to ask how we can make
things better, but it doesn’t make sense to turn to
forces  fuelled  by  hate,  that  want  to  destroy  our
values, and who time after time have proved they
break our communities down - not build them up.
Turning  to  the  far-right  will  not  address  our
challenges - they deepen division, weaken rights,
and erode institutions.

But,  their  rise is  not  inevitable.  They are a  force
that can be fought. The European Youth Forum is
a  pro-European,  pro-democracy  platform of  over
100 youth organisations, representing over 40 mil‐
lion  young  people  across  Europe.  We  stand  for
stronger European cooperation, progressive integ‐

ration of more countries into the European Union,
and the  protection  of  fundamental  rights.  These
principles  guide  our  work  and  our  engagement
with European institutions.

Young people are crucial for defending and renew‐

ing democracy in Europe. They have led some of
history’s most consequential  movements against
tyranny and oppression. Young people have a fire
and spirit we need once again.

Yet,  youth  organisations  are  increasingly  con‐

strained by shrinking civic space,  unstable fund‐

ing, the spread of misinformation, and attacks on
freedom  of  expression  and  the  freedom  of
assembly. Young people are often at particular risk
of intimidation, repression and violence.

In the last few months alone, for example, our col‐
league  Enes  Hocaoğulları,  LGBTI+  activist  from
Turkey  and  Youth  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of
Local  and Regional  Authorities of  the Council  of
Europe,  was targeted by a  smear campaign and
subsequently imprisoned.  This is not an isolated
case.  It  reflects  a  broader  pattern  of  attacks  on
young people standing up for democratic values.

It’s  clear:  to  improve  the  lives  of  young  people
across Europe,  European institutions and demo‐

cratic  governments  must  empower youth organ‐

isations,  resist  anti-democratic  forces,  and
advance a clear, positive vision for democracy and
Europe.

Therefore,

We call on the democratic and pro-European
political groups in the European Parliament to
block the anti-democratic forces across the
political spectrum from holding influential
positions in the European Parliament.

We call on European institutions and demo‐

cratic governments to fiercely protect and
expand youth civic space, by establishing and
strengthening stable, multi-annual core fund‐

ing strands for youth organisations, as well as
the adoption of youth checks on all new legis‐
lation, to ensure the mainstreamed participa‐
tion of young people in decision-making
processes in a structured, accessible and
meaningful manner.

•

•

1. “Hard-Right Parties Are Now Europe’s Most Popular,” Economist, February 28, 2025, https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/
2025/02/28/hard-right-parties-are-now-europes-most-popular.
2. https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-creeping-integration-of-far-right-parties-in-europe
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We call on national governments to ensure
that freedom of speech and assembly are leg‐

ally shielded against democratic backsliding.

We call on European institutions and demo‐

cratic governments to ensure accessible
funding for youth organisations across all rel‐
evant programmes of the Multiannual Finan‐

cial Framework (MFF), by reducing the com‐

plexity of grant applications overall and
increasing flexibility in how grant budgets can
be used, to adapt to the dynamic needs of
youth organisations.

We call on European institutions and demo‐

cratic governments to begin restoring young
people’s faith in democracy by offering a for‐
ward-looking and positive vision for Europe
and young people’s lives, defined by the
policies and beliefs we are for: guaranteeing
access to quality education, jobs and afford‐

able housing for all young people; embedding
youth participation in decision-making at all
levels; and actively combating discrimination,
hate speech and democratic backsliding.

We call on European institutions and demo‐

cratic governments to support funding for
quality education and de-radicalisation
programmes for young people.

•

•

•

•
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The European Youth Forum is  funded by the European Union and the Council  of
Europe. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do
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