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8,000 young people from all over 
Europe descended on Strasbourg 
in May to take part in the European 
Youth Event (EYE 2014) ahead 
of the European elections. The 
event was organised by the 
European Parliament (EP) in close 
cooperation with the European 
Youth Forum, which brought its 
popular YO!Fest  to the EP premises. 
The three-day event highlighted key 
issues that concern young people, 
with high-level debates, round-
tables, workshops and activities 
run by and for young people, as well 
as artistic performances and live 
music. 

“This weekend was a moment to 
be proud to be a young European. 
The European Youth Event, 
which took place at the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, brought 
together 8,000 young people from 
all the corners of the continent 
to meet and debate ideas for 
a better Europe. Young people 

today are too often maligned for 
their lack of interest in politics and 
motivation to vote. But what we 
saw this weekend were young 
people from all or no political 
persuasion coming together full 
of interest, enthusiasm and bright 
ideas – from topics as diverse 
as unemployment and the digital 
revolution, through to the future of 
Europe. The common theme was 
the desire by the young people 
attending for their voice to be 
heard loud and clear by European 
leaders! The European Youth 
Forum strongly believes that this 
event, as well as being an amazing 
opportunity to mobilise Europe’s 
young people, will also have a 
profound and lasting impact” 

Peter Matjasic, President of the 
European Youth Forum

A SUCCESSFUL 
5TH EDITION1
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The YO!Fest the annual political 
youth-led festival organised 
by the European Youth Forum, 
successfully mixed, once 
again, political debates and 
workshops with live music and 
artistic performances. For the 
5th year running, the YO!Fest 
mobilised young people and youth 
organisations across Europe. This 
year, after its exponential growth, 
the YO!Fest became a truly pan-
European gathering of thousands 
of young people travelling from all 
over Europe and beyond to attend 
and share their “Ideas for a better 
Europe”, the motto of this very first 
European Youth Event (EYE 2014). 

Young participants were invited to 
take part in in-depth discussions 
on diverse topics such as youth 
unemployment, quality education 
and internships, to express their 
views on how to shape a greener 
and more sustainable Europe, to 
confront their peers on lowering 
the voting age at 16, as well as to 
connect, interact and provide a 
constant flow of ideas using digital 
tools. 

Thanks to its innovative and 
successful formula, the YO!Fest 
put youth under the spotlight and 
created a sense of community for 
the young participants. Coming 
from diverse backgrounds and 
nationalities, they demonstrated 
that they were equally ready to 
discuss and willing to be listened 
to by politicians and participate 
actively in decision-making 
processes. 

Born in 2009 as a small ‘open 
doors’ reception at the European 
Youth Forum’s office in Brussels, 
the YO!Fest rapidly grew into an 
annual festival, each year with a 
different political focus and the 
objective to achieve real advocacy 
impact, thanks to its distinctive 
and unconventional combination 
of politics, art, music and fun vibe. 
The key to the increasing success of 
the YO!Fest over the years has been 
the ability to combine important 
political messages with other 
forms of expression. It has brought 
the platform to a wider audience as 
well as raising awareness of the key 
issues that it campaigns on.

ENGAGING YOUNG EUROPEANS IN THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
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Volunteering and participation in 
youth organisations are at the heart 
of democracy and active citizenship. 
The value of volunteering needs 
full recognition as a dynamic force 
for social change through the 
full and effective implementation 
of the European Charter on the 
Rights and Responsibilities of 
Volunteers. The success of the 
YO!Fest illustrated the positive 
contribution volunteering makes 
to society. Hundreds of volunteers 
and youth organisations from 
all over Europe worked behind 
the scenes for several months to 

make the YO!Fest happen. They 
actively contributed to shaping the 
programme, running activities and 
engaging with participants on a 
variety of topics. None of this could 
have been achieved without their 
enthusiasm, creativity and diversity. 
The European Youth Forum is proud 
to work with such amazing young 
people and wishes to congratulate 
them all for their incredible work 
and warmly thank them for making 
the YO!Fest 2014 a unique and 
unforgettable experience for 8,000 
young Europeans!

VOLUNTEERS, THE CREATIVE FORCE BEHIND THE YO!FEST
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The YO!Globe, YO!Circus and YO!Yurt debate spaces were designed for 
creativity, discussion and interaction. Activities were developed by and 
for young people, using non-formal and peer education tools to support 
the sharing of ideas and opinions. A wide variety of topics were on the 
agenda and young people debated and discussed eagerly and actively, 
showing a remarkable willingness to share their ideas and listen to those 
of others. 

The panel debate ‘1,2,3… 
Discrimination for all’ addressed 
the often-overlooked issue of 
multiple discrimination.  Organised 
in collaboration between the 
Europeean Youth Forum and a range 
of civil society partners, the activity 
presented testimonials from a 
number of story-tellers and explored 
the findings of the Youth Forum 
study on multiple discrimination. 
Participants in the ‘Lobby Circus’, 
organised by ALTER-EU, found 
themselves part of a simulation 
game starkly illustrating the 
murky world of corporate lobbying.  
Challenged to take part in a 
fairground of activities including a 
lobby tug-of-war, a ‘Lobbyist limbo’ 
and a ‘Guess the annual spend on 

lobbying’ game, young people were 
able to better understand the impact 
of lobbying on EU decision-making 
and measures being taken to limit 
their influence.
With an ever-increasing pressure 
on young people to pull themselves 
out of the unemployment crisis, 
some are taking matters into their 
own hands and setting up social 
enterprises. Inspiring participants 
with stories from young co-
operators, the roundtable ‘Think 
Youth: Think Co-operatives’ was an 
opportunity to showcase the Youth 
Forum publication ‘Money grows 
on trees’ and inspire young people 
to think about the co-operative 
approach to enterprise as a viable 
alternative.

YO!CIRCUS

YO!DEBATES2
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‘What Education for Europe?’ 
was the topic for a pre-lunchtime 
debate at the YO!Globe organised 
by the Organising Bureau of 
European School Students 
Unions, the European Students 
Union and the Europeean Youth 
Forum. Exploring education 
in Europe and putting forward 
demands for the European 
elections, the discussion 
tackled the difficult question of 
financing education and setting 
educational objectives beyond 
the needs of the labour market. 

Vote@16 was on the agenda 
at the EYE and caught the 
imagination of many participants.
Hotly debating the pros and cons 
of extending the suffrage across 
Europe, young people and MEPs 
considered experiences from 
Austria and questioned the link 
between age and maturity. 

Learning by doing was on the 
cards during the interactive 
session on non-formal education.  
Participants discussed animatedly 
and shared experiences, exploring 
the issue of gaining and 
recognising competences through 
non-formal education.
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The smallest and most intimate 
space in the YO!Village, the 
YO!Yurt hosted a range of activities 
from a practical sign language 
workshop to exploring volunteering 
and combating hate speech.  In 
one workshop entitled ‘Greening 
events’, run by the International 
Young Nature Friends, participants 
analysed the environmental 
impact of international activities 
and considered approaches to 
achieving carbon neutral events.

The special debate ‘Fair Trade and 
Y-EU’ organised by the Fair Trade 
Advocacy Office, took place on 
the main stage on Saturday 10th 
May, marking World Fair Trade 
Day. Representatives from three of 
the main political groups shared 
their approaches to world trade 
and listened to the testimony 
of a producer from El Salvador, 
passionately explaining the 
difference Fair Trade makes to the 
lives of people around the world.  

YO!YURT AND SPECIAL DEBATE
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A SPACE FOR 
EXPRESSION AND 
DISCOVERY3

The Festival offered a colourful and 
eclectic mix of artistic expression 
ranging from circus performances 
to improvisation theatre. 
Around 50 talented students from 
four renowned circus schools, 
under the umbrella of FEDEC, 
wowed audiences and created 
a true festival atmosphere  with 
their spectacular acrobatic, 
juggling, free ladder and Cyr wheel 
performances.
A local troop of musical and 
improvisation theatre Unique & 
Compagnie surprised festival-

goers with impromptu love 
declarations prompting laughter 
or more emotional reactions. 
Participants fell under the charm of 
this unexpected performance.
The programme also included film 
screenings organised by the United 
Nations Regional Information 
Centre. The movie `The Light Bulb 
Conspiracy’ raised young people’s 
awareness of the issue of planned 
obsolescence and the changes 
needed to our production and 
consumption patterns. 
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Over 500 participants expressed 
their creativity and showcased 
their talent by joining graffiti 
and DJ workshops or by taking 
a ride in the skate park in the 
Urban Area run by UCPA. With 
the advice of graffiti artists they 
created colourful pieces that were 

displayed during the event. Working 
alongside experienced DJs they 
also created their own tunes for the 
YO!Fest. Professional instructors 
taught young participants the 
basic techniques and helped them 
perfect their urban skills on skates, 
rollerblades and BMX.

AN URBAN AREA DEDICATED TO SPORTS AND CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
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The cosy couches of the YO!Café 
were the ideal place to have 
political discussions and chat in a 
more informal environment. 
In the mornings, the YO!Café 
provided food for thought by 
hosting YO!Talks. Drawing 
inspiration from the well-known 
TED conferences, YO!Talks opened 
the floor for young people to speak 
up in front of others, talk about a 
topic they are passionate about 
or expert in, sharing their dreams, 
successes and failures. Gulwali 
Passarlay shared the moving story 
of his journey from Afghanistan 
to the UK as an asylum seeker, 
looking for peace, education and a 
brighter future. Other inspirational 
young speakers talked about their 
ideas and commitments for a better 
Europe sparking lively discussions 
with the audience. 

In the afternoons, the YO!Café was 
bursting with animation with the 
Council of Europe’s ‘Living Library’. 
The Living Library is an educational 
tool that seeks to promote dialogue, 
break down stereotypes and 
encourage understanding through 
facilitating conversation. It works 
just like a normal library: visitors 
can borrow a Book for a limited 
period of time, the only difference 
is that in the Living Library, 
Books are people representing a 
group frequently confronted with 
prejudice, discrimination and 
social exclusion. The library’s 25 
books were continuously in use 
during the YO!Fest, participants 
were keen to understand more 
about the reality of living with a 
disability, having a different skin 
colour or being a young person 
identifying as LGBT. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
IN THE YO!CAFÉ4
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YO!VILLAGE: YOUTH 
PARTICIPATION
AT WORK5

The YO!Village, outside the 
European Parliament, was a lively 
and vibrant space where YO!Fest-
goers found different tents and 
venues hosting a wide range of 
activities run by and for young 
people. 
Organisational stands were run 
alongside political debates, 
roundtables, film screenings and 
workshops and were complemented 
by energising live gigs and artistic 
performances.

Featuring interviews, creative and 
thought-provoking videos and 
event highlights, YO!TV – filmed 
`as live’ and screened across the 
YO!Village throughout the festival- 

was a source of both information 
and inspiration. It gave participants 
the opportunity to be constantly 
informed and make the most of 
their YO!Fest experience. Take a 
peak at YO!TV highlights:  
http://vimeo.com/yfj

Connecting YO!Village activities 
together, the YO!Passport gave 
participants the chance to collect 
‘Visa stamps’ for completing 
activities and facing challenges 
to win attractive YO!Fest prizes.  
From sharing their views on topical 
issues to trying their hand at graffiti 
and joining in the YO!Shake, young 
people participated with great 
enthusiasm.
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The European Youth Forum engaged 
participants in discussions on a 
range of issues and invited them to 
share their opinions and ideas.  

At the Youth Forum’s main stand, 
located at the Village entrance, people 
could post their ideas for a better 
Europe, share their most important 
educational competences and draw 
their dream for youth employment. 
The relaxed atmosphere encouraged 
people to linger, to interact and find 
out more about youth organisations 
and youth rights in Europe.

What is an internship? How 
many young people do them and 
at what personal cost? Should 
experience gained be payment 
enough? The Quality Internships 
stand challenged participants to 
think about what makes a quality 
internship experience and invited 
them to share their (good and bad) 
internship stories on film, to be used 
for raising awareness and advocacy 
purposes.

Mobility in Europe was a topic 
many YO!Fest participants felt 
strongly about.  Ever-tightening visa 
restrictions target young people 

disproportionately and present an 
(often insurmountable) obstacle 
for young people wishing to travel 
for education, volunteering or 
employment. At the Mobility stand 
young people could share their visa 
stories and join the fight for greater 
freedom of movement in Europe.

Attracting one vote per minute, the 
Vote@16 stand was always busy 
with people wishing to have their 
say on this polarising issue.  Having 
read the party election manifestos, 
participants were asked for their age 
and voted on their preferred party, 
seeing the impact their vote would 
have on the current composition of 
the European Parliament.
For many participants at the YO!Fest, 
this was the first time they had 
engaged in an event of this scale and 
almost all were hungry for more!  

There was a keen interest in the 
Structured Dialogue stand. 
Explaining the process, the topics 
and how to get involved, the 
volunteers were constantly busy 
with participants asking questions 
and proposing their priorities for the 
future cycles.

STRIVING FOR YOUTH RIGHTS
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LEAGUE OF YOUNG VOTERS AT THE YO!FEST

The League of Young Voters (LYV) 
was launched during the YO!Fest  
in 2013 and had a strong presence 
again at the EYE to remind young 
people of the importance of the 
upcoming European elections 
and their participation in them. 
The League had a stand in the 
YO!Village where visitors could 
take part in different activities to 
be fully informed of what was at 
stake in the elections for youth in 
Europe. Using tablets displayed in 
the League of Young Voters tent, 
young people discovered the newly 
launched online tool `Youth issues: 
Who says what?’ (http://www.
youngvoters.eu/whosayswhat/#/).

The tool compares positions of 
political parties, both at national 
and European level, on issues of 
interest to young people. In the 
development of this online tool, 
over 200 manifestos from parties 
across Europe were analysed.
In addition to this online 

experience, an interactive quiz 
was organised by volunteers in the 
stand, where visitors teamed up 
in a battle to win special League 
of Young Voters prizes. Several 
hundred young people visited the 
tent throughout the three days, and 
ambassadors of national branches 
of the League of Young Voters 
used the opportunity to exchange 
on their on-going mobilisation 
campaigns.

In addition to its stand, the League 
used different opportunities 
to convey its message to all 
participants; through the constant 
playing of viral videos and the 
organisation of `Debate, Engage, 
Vote!’ , a debating competition 
led by the International Debate 
Education Association (IDEA), 
which took place across the EU. 
The final of the European Cup took 
place at the EYE.
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LoveYouthFuture, the European 
election campaign of the European 
Youth Forum consists of 11 pledges 
highlighting actions that MEPs 
can take during the next legislative 
term to address and solve problems 
facing Europe’s youth. They 
include protecting young workers, 
volunteers and interns, providing all 
young people with the opportunity 
to have a quality education, fully 
implementing an improved Youth 
Guarantee scheme, encouraging 
the free movement of young 
people and lowering the voting 
age to 16. The stand, continuously 
busy throughout the three days, 
successfully reached out to young 
people and MEP candidates 
alike. Almost 1,000 young people 
passed by the stand and engaged 
in important conversations about 
Europe, its decision-making and 
its future. They were encouraged 
to contact MEP candidates from 
their home country and ask them 
to sign the LoveYouthFuture 
pledges for a more youth-friendly 
European Parliament. Young 
people enthusiastically joined the 
campaign and committed to act 
as social media ambassadors. The 
three days saw an additional 20 
MEP candidates signing up to the 
pledges adding to the over 200 
signatures already gathered since 
the launch of the campaign.
Read the full pledges and check if 
your elected MEP supports a more 
youth-friendly Europe: 
http://www.loveyouthfuture.eu

LOVE YOUTH FUTURE
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The YO!Village was a lively 
space with over 50 stands run by 
organisations, institutions and 
corporate partners covering a 
variety of topics. 
Participants could gather practical 
information about studying, 
volunteering or working abroad. 
They could also learn more about 
their rights and what the EU 
does for education and social 
inclusion by taking quizzes and 
playing games developed by youth 
organisations. Other important 
issues such as transparency and 
democratic control were addressed 
in a  thought-provoking manner by a 
range of civil society organisations. 
YO!Village visitors had the 
opportunity to meet and have 
discussions with activists engaged 
in environmental protection, the 
promotion of Fair Trade and the 
development of social enterprise. 

Other particularly successful 
activities offered participants 
the opportunity to support global 
causes such as combatting child 
labour and hate speech online. 
The YO!Village stands reflected 
the diversity of channels with 
which young people engage in 
politics. Several YO!Fest partner 
organisations invited participants 
to send a formal political messages 
to EU decisions-makers. Some 
youth organisations focused 
instead on creative activities such 
as painting or collage as an equally 
powerful means to express `ideas 
for a better Europe’. Still, others 
displayed exhibitions to question 
issues such as citizenship, 
European values and international 
solidarity. 
See the full list of organisations 
which contributed to the YO!Fest 
programme on pages 46 and 47.

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND PARTNERS IN THE YO!VILLAGE
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FESTIVAL 
ATMOSPHERE AT 
THE YO!BISTRO

Young people looking for a space 
to chill-out and meet other 
participants headed towards the 
YO!Bistro. There they enjoyed fresh 
local food and drinks provided 
by the Jeunes Agriculteurs and 
their 150 young volunteers. On 
the menu were traditional tarte 
flambées, grilled sausages, salads 
and snacks. 

But the YO!Bistro offered much 
more than food and drinks! 
The YO!Jam, run by Jeunesses 
Musicales International, offered a 
space for participants to showcase 
their talent and energy. The 
small stage hosted performances 
ranging from Bulgarian and 
Cypriot traditional folk dances to 
reggae, funk and rock acts by local 
and European amateur bands.

6
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
IDEAS UNDER THE 
SPOTLIGHT

Co-operating closely with the 
European Parliament, the European 
Youth Forum co-organised four 
high-level ‘ideas checks’ at the EYE. 
18 young speakers were selected 
to challenge politicians with their 
ideas for Europe, covering topics as 
diverse as transparent EU decision-
making, youth unemployment 
and `Old Europe, New Europe’. 
The young `ideas givers’ were 
impressive and clear, articulating 
well thought-through proposals for 
politicians to make a reality.
‘Let’s Build Europe Together’ 
focused on the fundamental issue 
of youth unemployment.  Speakers 
representing Trades Unions and 
policy makers were challenged 
to think creatively to find routes 
out of the unemployment crisis.  
Young people proposed a range 
of ideas from a ‘New Marshall 

Plan for Europe’ to create six 
million jobs for young people, to 
official recognition of non-formal 
education and guaranteed social 
protection for entrepreneurs. Digital 
tools were also highlighted as a 
means to increase mobility along 
with obligatory childcare provision 
to guarantee equal opportunities 
for all.  
Equally animated was the ‘I have 
an idea’ activity, covering the 
five main themes of the event. 
`Ideas givers came up with 
inspiring proposals ranging from 
an ombudsman for youth rights to 
the introduction of an EU passport, 
giving the representatives from the 
four largest political groups in the 
Parliament a great deal of food for 
thought.

7
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BEATS 
BREAKING DOWN 
BARRIERS

The YO!Fest is a political event. But 
it is also a cultural festival where 
live music contributes to young 
people’s encounters, exchange and 
discovery. The YO!Fest programme 
did not end as the sun went down! 
On both Friday and Saturday 
evenings European artists, DJs of 

international calibre and talented 
young bands performed, giving 
young people the opportunity to 
sing, dance and celebrate Europe 
as a breeding-ground for young 
musical talent, re-connecting it to 
young people.

8
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On Friday night the YO!Fest hit the 
city centre! Thousands of young 
people from all over Europe joined 
locals for a spectacular open-air 
concert organised in collaboration 
with the City of Strasbourg. Close 
to 10,000 people gathered on 
Place Kléber, the largest and most 
popular square of Strasbourg, to 
listen to the explosive ethno/world 
music line-up. The Emerging Band 
Contest winner Tedmo Festival (FR) 
opened for the local band La Fanfare 
en Pétard (FR) followed by the 
headliner Asian Dub Foundation 
(UK). The 1990’s British alternative 
band showed its popular tracks 
mixing hip-hop, dub, dancehall 
and raga were still making young 
people come together. They 
concluded their 90 minutes act 
with the hit track `Fortress Europe’ 
and an inspirational statement 
on the need for young people to 
continue fighting for a positive 
approach towards immigration and 
an open European Union respectful 
of human rights.

FRIDAY 9TH MAY: OPEN-AIR CONCERT IN THE HEART OF STRASBOURG
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EMERGING BANDS CONTEST TO DISCOVER NEW EUROPEAN TALENTS

Run in partnership between the European Youth Forum and Jeunesses 
Musicales International, the Emerging Bands Contest is a unique 
opportunity for young European bands to get discovered and to kick-start 
a professional career. This year more than 80 bands from all over Europe 
competed in two categories: ethno/world music and indie rock/electro.



Leaving the European Parliament 
on Saturday afternoon, YO!Fesr-
goers were caught up in the funk 
and pop vibes of Funkindustry (FR) 
and Wilhelm (EE), despite the rain 
falling on the esplanade. The two 
finalists of the Emerging Band 
Contest set the tone for a festive 
night with a gig on the YO!Village 
main stage.
Participants were then invited 
to move to the Rhénus Nord for 
an indie rock/electro club night. 
Ambient DJs Coqo DJette (IT) and 
DJ Bernard L’Hermite (BE) played 
while festival-goers gathered in 
the concert hall located next to 

the European Parliament premises. 
Live music started with an opening 
act by Emerging Band Contest 
winner Chili and the Whalekillers 
(AT/IS) followed by an energetic 
set by the electro-pop trio Puggy 
(BE), a genuine European band 
composed of a British guitar 
player/lead singer, a French bass 
player and a Swedish drummer. 
Festival-goers continued to dance 
the night away to the best beats 
of DJ Falcon (FR) and DJ Riva 
Starr (IT) while digital artists from 
Truly Design (IT) animated the 
venue with a live digital painting 
performance.

SATURDAY 10TH MAY: CLUB NIGHT FOR FESTIVAL-GOERS
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YO!Numbers
YO!Fest over the years

YO!Fest

YO!Press

WWW.YOFEST.EU

Where did they come from?
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CONTRIBUTORS
Eurodesk
Eurofound - European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and 
Working Conditions
European Commission
FEDEC - European Federation of professional Circus Schools
FTAO - Fair Trade Advocacy Office
GovFaces
IDEA - International Debate Education Association 
ILO - International Labour Organisation
InterRail
JEF - Young European Federalists
JMI - Jeunesses Musicales International
League of Young Voters
MESA - Maison de l’Europe Strasbourg 
Microsoft
NMF - National Youth Council of Bulgaria
No Hate Speech Movement - Council of Europe
OBESSU - Organising Bureau of European School Students Unions
Rodéo d’Ame
Scoutisme Francais
SEE - Solidarité Eau Europe
ternYpe - International Roma Youth Network
UCPA
UNRIC - United Nations Regional Information Centre
Unir l’Europe
University of East Anglia - Sea Media Project
Y-E-N Youth Express Network
YEPP -  Youth European People’s Party 
YEU - Youth for Exchange and Understanding
Young Friends of the Earth Europe 
IYNF – International Young Naturefriends 

ACTIVE – sobriety, friendship and peace
AEGEE - Association des États Généraux des Étudiants de l’Europe
Alliance of Voluntary Service Organisations
Allianssi – Finnish Youth Co-operation
ALTER-EU
AMSED - Association Migration Solidarité et Echanges pour le Développement
CECOP - European Confederation of Worker and Social Cooperatives
Centre d’Information sur les Institutions Européennes
Centre Européen de la Consommation
CESI Youth - Confédération Européenne des Syndicats Indépendants
Kolosvár : Cluj European Youth Capital 2015
CNAJEP - National Youth Council of France
Consumer Classroom.eu
Council of Europe
CRDM - Czech Council of Children and Youth
EEE – YFU European Educational Exchanges-Youth For Understanding
EFIL – European Federation for Intercultural Learning 
ENGSO Youth - European Non-Governmental Sports Organisations
ENL - Estonian National Youth Council  
Erasmus Student Network - Discover Europe
ESU – European Student Union 
ETUC - European Trade Union Confederation
EUDY – European Union of the Deaf Youth
European Ombudsman



IDEAS FOR A 
BETTER EUROPE 

Shaping European values

Debating the future

Making connections 

Letting ideas flourish

Engaging young voters

Artistic innovation

Making your choice

Youth working together 

Young people protecting the planet

Story-telling to fight discrimination

Shouting out for youth rights 

Celebrating skills and encouraging creativity 

LOVING YOUTH NOW 
AND IN THE FUTURE

Beats breaking down barriers

in the framework of

Organised by

With the kind support  of

and

YO!Partners
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