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THE EUROPEAN YOUTH FORUM (YFJ) AND THE
BELARUSIAN NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL “RADA”
CONDEMN THE EXCLUSION AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS’
VIOLATIONS AGAINST CIVIL SOCIETY IN BELARUS
On 18th July 2017, Belarus presented its voluntary national review (VNR) on its
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17
Sustainable Development Goals at the United Nations High-Level Political Forum.
“RADA” and other independent and democratic civil society organisations were
excluded throughout the VNR process.
Given that human rights are cross-cutting throughout the 2030 Agenda, as well as the need
for continued transparent and active civil society and stakeholder engagement in its
implementation and follow-up process, the European Youth Forum and “RADA” express deep
concern over the Belarusian government's failure to meet this obligation.
The European Youth Forum and its members have also repeatedly condemned the ongoing
attacks on the fundamentals of democracy, as demonstrated through violations of
constitutional rights of young people and other citizens to freedom of association, freedom of
choice and self-definition taking place in Belarus (in 2006; 2016; 2017 (2) ).
The European Youth Forum and “RADA” call again on the government of Belarus to urgently
make the right to freedom of association a reality, to recognise “RADA” and ensure
meaningful participation of civil society organisations in the implementation and review
process of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Youth Forum and “RADA” also
urge international institutions to ensure full and fair inclusion of Belarusian non-governmental
youth organisations in dialogue regarding youth and beyond.
//ends//
NOTES TO EDITORS

Read the statement of the Belarusian National Youth Council “RADA” regarding the voluntary national
review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
that Belarus is undergoing at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) at the UN Headquarters in New
York, July 10-19, 2017, supported by the European Youth Forum.
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ABOUT THE EUROPEAN YOUTH FORUM

The European Youth Forum is the platform of youth organisations in Europe.
Independent, democratic, youth-led, it represents 104 National Youth
Councils and international youth organisations from across the continent.
The Forum works to empower young people to participate actively in society
to improve their own lives, by representing and advocating their needs and
interests and those of their organisations towards the European Union, the
Council of Europe and the United Nations.
For more information, visit www.youthforum.org

ABOUT RADA

The Belarusian National Youth Council “RADA” is the union of
nineteen democratic and independent youth organisations of Belarus,
created for the consolidation of youth organisations and initiatives of
Belarus for representation, promotion and defending common
interests. After its liquidation in 2006 “RADA” has been registered in
Lithuania because it is not recognised by the government of Belarus.
“RADA” is a member organisation of the European Youth Forum.
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